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COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSA- 
TION AND PENSION 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 1951 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 

SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m. in the committee room of the 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Hon. Harold D. Donohue 
presiding. 

Mr. Dononve. The subcommittee will come to order. 

This meeting has been called to consider the bills H. R. 365, 1083, 
1297, 3628, and 4078, all of which seek to provide a cost-of-living 
increase in the monthly rates of compensation and pension. 

H. R. 365 would increase the present rate by 15 percent, and would 
apply only to World War I and World War II veterans and their 
dependents, and exempts certain rates increased by Public Law 868 
of the Eightieth Congress. 

The bill H. R. 1083 provides a 15-percent rate increase for veterans 
of all wars, but excludes any increase in the subsistence allowances 
payable under Public Laws 16 and 346 of the Seventy-eighth Congress. 

A 25-percent increase is provided in H. R. 1297 for veterans and 
their dependents of World Wars I and II, while 3628 is identical to 
1083. H. R. 4078 provides a 10-percent increase. 

Without objection, I will insert at this point in the record the five 
bills to which I have referred, as well as the Veterans’ Administration 
reports thereon and certain excerpts from the 1950 annual report of 
the Administration of Veterans’ Affairs. 

(The bills and reports referred to follow:) 


[H. R. 365, 82d Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL To provide certain equitable adjustments in disability compensation and pension to meet the rise 
in the cost of living 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all monthly rates of compensation and pen- 
sion payable to veterans of World War I and World War II and dependents of 
such veterans which are payable under any laws or regulations administered b 
the Veterans’ Administration are hereby increased by 15 per centum: Provided, 
That such increase shall not apply to the increased rates provided under Public 
Law Numbered 868, Eightieth Congress. The increases provided by this section 
age effective from the first day of the first month following the passage of 
this Act. 





1H. R. 1083, 82d Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL To provide for an increase in monthly rates of compensation and pensions payable to veterans and 
their dependents, and for other purposes 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all monthly rates of compensation and 
pension payable to veterans and their dependents and to dependents of deceased 
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veterans which are payable under any laws or regulations administered by the 
Veterans’ Administration are hereby increased by 15 per centum: Provided, That 
such increase shall not apply to subsistence allowances payable under Public Laws 
Numbered 16 and 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, as amended. 

The increases provided by this section shall be effective from the first day of the 
first month following the passage of this Act. 





[H. R. 1297, 82d Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL To provide certain equitable odemments in disability compensation and pension to meet the 
se in the cost of living 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all monthly rates of compensation and 
pension payable to veterans of World War I and World War IT and dependents 
of such veterans which are payable under any laws or regulations administered 
by the Veterans’ Administration are hereby increased by 25 per centum: Pro- 
vided, That such increase shall not apply to the increased rates provided under 
Public Law Numbered 868, Eightieth Congress. The increases provided by 
this section shall be effective from the first day of the first month following the 
passage of this Act. 


{H. R, 3628, 82d Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL To provide for an increase in monthly rates of compensation and pensions payable to veterans and 
their dependents, and for other purposes 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all monthly rates of compensation and pension 
payable to veterans and their dependents and to dependents of deceased veterans 
which are payable under any laws or regulations administered by the Veterans’ 
Administration are hereby increased by 15 per centum: Provided, That such 
increase shall not apply to subsistence allowances payable under Public Laws 
Numbered 16 and 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, as amended. 


[H. R, 4078, 82d Cong., Ist sess.] 
A BILL To increase disability and death compensation rates 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all monthly rates of disability compensation 
payable to veterans of World War I and World War II, including veterans entitled 
to wartime rates under Public, 359, Seventy-seventh Congress, December 19, 
1941, which are payable under any laws or regulations administered by the 
Veterans’ Administration are hereby increased by 10 per centum. 

Sec. 2. Paragraph IV of part I of Veterans Regulation Numbered | (a), as 
amended, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“The surviving widow, child, or children, and dependent mother or father of 
any deceased person who died as the result of injury or disease incurred in or 
aggravated by active military or naval service as provided in part I, paragraph I, 
hereof, or who was, or is thereafter, rated as permanently and totally service- 
connected disabled under laws administered by the Veterans’ Administration as 
of the date of death, regardless of the cause of death, shall be entitled to receive 
compensation at the monthly rates specified next below: 

“Widow but no child, $85; widow with one child, $120 (with $30 for each addi- 
tional child); no widow but one child, $70; no widow but two children, $100 
(equally divided) (with $30 for each additional child; total amount to be equally 
divided); dependent mother or father, $70 (or both), $40 each.” 

Sec. 3. The increases provided by this Act shall be effective from the first day 
of the first month following the passage of this Act. 
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[No. 116] 
Com™Mirree ON VeTeRANS’ Arrarrs, House or REPRESENTATIVES 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
Washington 25, D. C., May 14, 1951. 
Hon. Joun E. Rankin, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: This isin reply to your request for a report by the Veterans’ 
Administration on H. R. 1083, Eighty-second Congress, a bill to provide for an 
increase in monthly rates of compensation and pensions payable to veterans and 
their dependents, and for other purposes. 

The bill proposed ‘‘that all monthly rates of compensation and pension payable 
to veterans and their dependents and to dependents of deceased veterans which 
are payable under any laws or regulations administered by the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration are hereby increased by 15 per centum: Provided, That such increase 
shall not apply to subsistence allowances payable under Public Laws Numbered 
16 and 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, as amended.” 

The bill, if enacted, would authorize an increase of 15 percent in the rate of 
compensation or pension payable to veterans and dependents of deceased veterans 
of the Mexican War, Indian wars, Civil War, Spanish-American War, including 
the Boxer Rebellion and Philippine Insurrection, World War I, World Wer II, 
and of peacetime service. It does not appear that the bill contemplates an increase 
in other than cases having entitlement under public laws. If the bill is intended 
to cover cases having entitlement under private laws, it should be clarified in this 
respect. 

he majority of cases now on the rolls are receiving compensation and pension 
under Public, No. 2, Seventy-third Congress, as amended, and the Veterans 
Regulations issued pursuant thereto, and the bill, if enacted, would increase the 
monthly rates of disability compensation for service-connected conditions pre- 
scribed by paragraph II, part I, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended. These 
basic rates under this paragraph were last increased by section 3 (a) of Public Law 
339, Eighty-first Congress, October 10, 1949. The proposed increases in the 
present rates are shown in the following table: 

















Degrees of disability Present | Proposed || Degrees of disability Present Proposed 
(percent) rate rate H (percent) rate | rate 
| i} | 
bce a 4 | $15 | $17.25 || 60__.. é hots $90 | $103. 50 
sb dcks ; i albu 30 34.50 || 70_... bdo o* ethan 105 120. 75 
OLN RE OI 45 «aR a RR 120 138. 00 
ta eee ee - 60 69.00 || 90____. tte 135 155. 25 
GO vanisine 75 86.25 || 100___.. bad | 150 172. 30 
i} | 








If the disabled person has suffered the anatomical loss or loss of use of one foot, or 
one hand, or blindness of one eve, having only light perception, the above present 
rates are increased by $42. Rates ranging from $240 to $360 per month are pro- 
vided for the loss or loss of use of two or more extremeties, certain degrees of 
blindness, combinations of such disabilities, and total deafness in combination 
with total blindness. Under the provisions of the bill, the $42 rate would be 
increased to $48.30, and the other rates would be increased from $276 to $414, 
respectively. 

Section 1 of Public Law 877, Eightieth Congress, July 2, 1948, as amended by 
section 4 of Public Law 339, Eighty-first Congress, October 10, 1949, provides 
additional disability compensation on account of dependents in the case of a 
veteran having a disability incurred in or aggravated by service as provided in 
part I, or paragraph I (c), part II of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, 
who is rated at not less than 50 percent. The increases in additional compensation 
proposed by the bill are shown in the following table: 
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Present | Proposed 
rate rate 





If and while rated totally disabled and— 
(a) Has a wife but no child living... ..........--- POMPE BARE AL A LN 
(6) Has a wife and 1 child living. ........___- PPT EEF EET SE iia 
(ce) Has a wife and 2 children living PSS EES SIE ; 
(d) Has a wife and 3 or more children living .................-. 2. ee eee eee 
ye Se ITO CL 0 ee eS eo 
OR A Ere Re EI CS 
(g) Has no wife but 3 or more children living... ...................-....-...-.- 
(hk) Has a mother or father, either or both dependent upon him for support, 
then, in addition to the above amounts............................-.each 





we 
te 





| 
[5 sesseet® 
| 8 sssgess 


| & 8% 


| 8 suseest 
RISseRrs 





If and while the veteran is rated partially disabled, but not less than 50 percent, 
the additional compensation authorized on account of dependents is in an amount 
having the same ratio to the amount provided for total disability as the degree 
of disability bears to the total disability. 

The bill, if enacted, would also increase the rates for service-connected disability 
under the World War Veterans’ Act, 1924, as restored with limitations by Public, 
No. 141, Seventy-third Congress, March 28, 1934. These rates are generally 
comparable with the rates provided under the Veterans Regulations, except as to 
statutory awards such as the $60 monthly award provided for service-connected 
arrested tuberculosis, and $30 monthly for loss or loss of use of a creative organ. 
For that reason, it is deemed unnecessary to include in this report any detailed 
comparison of the rates presently provided under that act and the increases pro- 
posed by the bill. 

The enactment of H. R. 1083 would also effect an increase in compensation 
rates for disability incurred in peacetime service because paragraph II, part II, 
Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended by Public Law 876, Eightieth Congress, 
July 2, 1948, provides: 

“IT. For the purposes of part II, paragraph I (a) hereof, if the disability results 
from injury or disease, the compensation shall be equal to 80 per centum of the 
compensation now or hereafter payable for the disability, had it been incurred 
in or aggravated by active military or naval service during a period of war service 
as provided in part I of this regulation.”’ 

Subparagraph I (c), paragraph I, part II of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as 
amended, provides that any veteran or the dependents of any deceased veteran 
otherwise entitled to compensation under part I! of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), 
as amended, or the general pension law, shall be entitled to receive the rate of 
compensation provided in part I of such regulation if the disability or death of such 
veteran resulted from an injury or disease incurred in line of duty (1) as the 
direct result of armed conflict, or (2) while engaged in extrahazardous service, 
including such service under conditions simulating war, or (3) while the United 
States is engaged in war. This provision makes veterans and the dependents of 
veterans of all wars eligible for the rates of part I for service-connected disability 
or death. 

Part III of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, provides pension for 
non-service-connected permanent total disability at the rate of $60 monthly except 
that where such veterans shall have been rated permanently and totally disabled 
and in receipt of pension for a continuous period of 10 years or reach the age of 
65 years the amount of pension is $72 monthly. Under the provisions of the bill, if 
enacted, these rates would be increased to $69 and $82.80, respectively. The 
pension benefits provided under the said part III, as amended, are availafle to 
veterans of the Spanish-American War, Boxer Rebellion, Philippine Insurrection, 
World War I, World War II, and veterans of active service on or after June 27, 
1950, and prior to such date as shall thereafter be determined by Presidential 
proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

The bill would authorize an increase in the rates payable to the dependents of 
veterans entitled to compensation based on wartime service-connected death. 
The increases proposed by the bill in such death compensation rates are shown in 
the following table and are applicable to all wars. These rates as to widow with 
child or children were last increased by section 3 (b), Public Law 339, Eighty-first 
Congress, October 10, 1949. 
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Present | Proposed 
} rate rate 

ER RE eS Se ; ee ee $75 $86. 25 
Widow, 1 child oe Bee a” REE ae op one — : } 105 120. 75 
Each additional child... ; PR ER HER 2 . 25 28. 75 
i...” ees ere rea ; eS scam 58 66.70 
No widow, .------ SIRE TED ne ; hanes } 82 94. 30 
No widow, 3 children __. a a ae beueas | 106 121. 90 
Each additional child p> ani a Sle a Ee EES | 20 23. 00 
Dependent mother or father................-..-------- eae ae | 60 69. 00 
eee SI cs noon crt aindiousiuuippiidnessdddwcccconcebececcencs each. _| 35 40. 25 





The rates for peacetime service-connected death are 80 percent of the wartime 
rates shown in the above table. 

Widows and children of World War I and World War II veterans (and vet- 
erans of service on or after June 27, 1950) whose deaths are not the result of 
service-connected disability are entitled, subject to certain limitations, to pension 
under the provisions of Public, No. 484, Seventy-third Congress, June 28, 1934, 
as amended. The rates of pension payable under this law and the rates as pro- 
posed to be increased under the bill, are shown below. 





| | 


| Present Proposed 





| rate rate 
Cres eee dactabathebsicatelén dpc hnthlt dinsdbenenbienhtidtiadsditebbaidd | $42.00 $48.30 
Widow, 1 child. aes a alt oS x 54.00 | 62.10 
Each additional child_____ 6.00 6.90 
No widow, 1 child...._.._.____. 21.60 | 24.84 
No widow, 2 children. in ahibiinns 32. 40 37. 26 
No widow, 3 children. 43.20 | 49, 68 
Each additional child 4.80 5.52 








Service pensions for Civil War veterans were last increased by Public Law 270, 
Eightieth Congress, July 30, 1947. The proposed increases in the present rates 
are as follows: 

Present rate, $90; regular aid and attendance, $120. Proposed rate, $103.50; 
regular aid and attendance, $138 

Service pension rates for non-service-connected disability in behalf of veterans 
of the Indian wars were last increased by Public Law 398, Eightieth Congress, 
January 19, 1948. The proposed increases in the present rates are shown in the 
following table: 














Proposed 
| rate 

bio disability...........- $27.60 
44 disability ..._.....- 34. 50 
ees wane | 48. 30 
34 disability | 69.00 
Frey | disability. 7: | > 4 
Aid od ‘attendance ¢ a 2 | 138.00 
ith RANT element dis debntindsiptecninnaenniadamnddnhinnnntaeennaninsntbistteainiades ‘edeidihains : 82. 80 





Service pension rates for non-service-connected disability based on service in 
the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrection, and Boxer Rebellion 
were last increased by Public Law 270, Eightieth Congress, July 30, 1947. The 
increases in such rates proposed by the bill are shown in the following table. 


84173—51———_2 
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Degree of disability or age 


| 70 days’ or more service 
discharge for disability | . 
incurred in line of duty | but less than 90 days 








| 90 days’ or more service or | 
} 
| 
| 








Present Proposed Present Proposed 
rate rate rate rate 

tie disability... _- $28, 80 | $33, 12 | $17, 28 $19. 87 

(REA RARERA SST 36.00 | 41. 40 | 21. 60 24. 
AEE ARENT 50. 40 | 7. 96 25. 92 29. 81 
disability , 72.00 | 82. 80 | 34. 56 39. 84 
‘otal disability. _. Bia 90.00 | 103. 50 | 66.00 | 69.00 
i iisdihisiintnncrnasennsndanednaaiied 43. 20 | 49.68 17. 28 | 19. 87 
Age 65 _. GRAPES De PAP | 90. 00 103. 530 | 66.00 | 69.00 
Aao@B. ......:-. devi 'thbdcobenaereen. | 57. 60 | 66. 24 | 60.00 | 69.00 
Age 72 Filip apna. Hae es 72.00 82. 80 | 60.00 69. 00 
Age 75 - : nein PES, LES FES 90.00 103. 50 | 60.00 69,00 
Aid and attendance. OEE UE Pre aC 120.00 | 138.00 | 78.00 89. 70 

i } 





Pensions for the widows and children of veterans of the Civil War, the Indian 
wars, the Mexican War, and the Spanish-American War, including the Philippine 
Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion, generally range from $36 to $60 for a 
widow, with additional allowances for children and, where there is no widow, 
from $25.92 to $43.20 for one child with additional allowances for each additional 
child. These rates are shown in detail on page 32 of Committee Print No. 173, 
Kighty-first Congress, a copy of which is enclosed. 

There 1s also enclosed a chart showing the rates of compensation and pension 
payable to World War I and World War II veterans and their dependents from 
1940 to date. 

The following estimate of the first year’s cost of H. R. 1083, Eighty-second 
Congress, if enacted, includes an increase of 15 percent in compensation and 
pension rates for all cases anticipated to be on the rolls under public acts. The 
monetary values cited reflect only the amounts of the increases over and above 
the amounts currently authorized: 





Number | Amount 
Living veterans: | | 
World War II__... EGS ee aul 1,705,500 | $143, 221,000 
World War I : Priae eae te 612, 800 | 70, 504, 000 
Regular Establishment ....._.................-- hill Sab ccabin deal 68, 300 | 549, 000 
Spanish-American War_................-... nanan re 81,080 | 13, 462, 000 
Civil War ; ; : : : 1,000 
Indian wars... _.. ; seid 390 | 66, 800 
Total : | 2,468,075 | 233, 803, 800 
Deceased veterans: a os ae 
World War II P ‘ ‘ , 275, 900 39, 817, 000 
World War I “ : ) 307, 300 | 27, 582, 000 
Regular Establishment ae 23, 700 2, 878, 000 
Spanish-American War. ‘ banca : ; : 80, 700 7, 160, 000 
Civil War ; ; a8 Se | 7, 600 636, 000 
Indian wars ide ; 1, 520 125, 000 
Mexican War ; 15 , 300 
Total. __. oui a eeueee ee ane Si ae 696,735 | 78, 200, 300 
CO ee eee oe es eee ts eee Zs 3,164,810 | 312,004, 100 





This estimate does not include any increases which may be involved under Public 
Law 28, Eighty-second Congress, May 11, 1951. 
The Veterans’ Administration is not advised as to the relationship of this 
proposed legislation to the program of the President. 
Sincerely yours, 
O. W. CLaRK, 
(For Carl R. Gray, Jr., Administrator). 
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[No. 119] 


CoMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFarRsS, House oF REPRESENTATIVES 
May 14, 1951. 
H. R. 1083, Eighty-second Congress. 
AssIsTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR LEGISLATION. 
AssISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR CLAIMS. 

1. Reference is made to your memorandum dated May 4, 1951, requesting 
separate tables estimating the cost of legislation for fiscal year 1952 which would 
increase disability and death rates of compensation and pension by 5, 10, 15, 20, 
or 25 percent. These estimates of cost are to be used in connection with the report 
on H. R. 1083, Eighty-second Congress, at the suggestion of Mr. Patterson of the 
staff of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

2. The attached estimates of cost show compensation and pension separately 
for the various wartime and peacetime groups under the Veterans Regulations, 
under Public, Ne. 141, Seventy-third Congress, as amended, and under Public, 
No. 484, Seventy-third Congress, as amended. Increases in disability compen- 
sation cases were limited to rates provided for 10 percent to total disability inclu- 
sive. Statutory awards or allowances, and allowances for dependents were 
excluded from the increases. Also, in accordance with a verbal interpretation 
from your office, rates provided by subparagraphs (1), (m), (n), (0), and (p) para- 
graph II, part I and part II of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, were 
excluded from increase. 

3. Basic statistics relating to World War I compensation are compiled to show 
the degree of disability in groupings of 10 to 19 percent, 20 to 29 percent, 30 to 
39 percent, ete., and it was not possible to determine the basic value for these 
groups. In making these estimates of cost, the basic rates provided for rating of 
10, 20, 30 percent, etc., were used, and therefore the cost for this group is uncer- 
estimated to the extent of the effect of intermediate ratings but it is believed this 
variance will have a comparatively slight effect on the total estimate. 

4. These estimates do not take into consideration the effect of Public Law 28, 
Fighty-second Congress, approved May 11, 1951, relating to veterans with service 
after June 26, 1950, inasmuch as no estimate of its effect is possible at this time. 

Witurs Howarp. 


Estimated cost, fiscal year 1952, to increase the basic disability and death rates of 
compensation and pension currently available to World War I or World War II 
velerans or their dependents 

5-PERCENT INCREASE 
LIVING VETERANS 
































Total | Compensation | Pension 
— | a | 
| . Estimated Estimated | 7. | Estimated 
Cases | cost Cases cost Cases | cost 
World War II_...........| 1, 697, 600 | $42, 397, 000 | 1, 656, 100 | $40, 902, 000 | 41, 500 | $1, 495, 000 
World WarlI ....-..__... | 575,500 =. 20, 648, 000 | 237, 500 | 8, 006, 000 | 338, 000 | 12, 642, 000 
Regular Establishment 67,600 | “1,871,000 "67, 600 ee” | ements Fs onset 
Spanish-American War --| 800 46, 000 | 500 35, 000 | 300 11, 000 
Wee. 6iccccczsiee< 2, 341, 500 64, 962, 000 1, 961, 700 50, 814, 000 379, 800 14, 148, 000 
DECEASED VETERANS 
ws 
World War II.........-..-| 275, 900 | $13, 272, 000 260,000 | $12, 827,000 15, 900 | $445, 000 
World War I__-_..........| 307, 300 9, 194, 000 61, 200 2, 677, 000 308, 368 | 6, 517, 000 
Regular Establishment __| 23, 700 | 960, 000 23, 700 960, 000 | _......... ba penp abide 
Spanish-American War __| 1, 600 | 000 1, 000 | 45, 000 600 | 9, 000 
-. Ak.) Se j 608, 500 | 23, 480, 000 345, 900 16, 509, 000 | 262, 600 i 6, 971, 000 





ToTaL LIVING AND DECEASED VETERANS 





' 


i 
World War II_............| 1,973, 500 | $55, 669,000 | 1,916,100 | $53, 729, 000 57,400 | $1, 940, 000 
|. \. } ee 882, 800 29, 842, 000 298, 7 10, 683, 000 584,100 =19, 159, 000 
Regular Establishment... 91,300 | 2, 831, 000 91,300 | = 2,831,000 |... a Pier sest2 -. 
Spanish-American War... 2, 400 100, 000 1, 500 80, 000 900 20, 000 








Grand total.........| 2, 950, 000 | 88, 442,000 | 2,307,600 | 67, 323, 000 642, 400 | 21, 119, 000 
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Estimated cost, fiscal year 1952, to increase the basic disability and death rates of 
compensation and pension currently available to World War I or World War IT 
veterans or their dependents—Continued 


10-PERCENT INCREASE 


LIVING VETERANS 



































Total Compensation Pension 
| = 
| | 
Estimated ‘ Estimated . ae" gam 
Cases cost Cases cont Cases 
a aS aa 
| j 
World War IT. ........... 1, 697,600 | $84 794,000 | 1.656, 100 | $81, 894, 006 4', 509 | $2, 990, 000 
World War I 575, 500 41, 206, 000 | 237, HY) 16.0°2, 000 | 348,000 | 25, 284, 000 
Regular Establishment 67, 600 3. 742.000 | 67,600 | = 3, 742, 000 | __- 
Spanish-American War S00 92, 090 | 500 Bie 70 000; , 300 22. 000 
pits: ee ccc anette dle SM 
Total -| 2, 341, 500 129. 924, 006 | l, 961, 700 | ~ 101, 628, 000 379, 800 | 28, 296, 000 
DECEASED VETERANS 
- ae | i> geet | 
World War II | 275,906 | $28, 544, 000 260,000 | $25, 654, 000 | 15,900 | $890. 000 
World War I | 307, 300 18, 388, 000 61, 200 5. 354, 000 | 246, 100 | = 13, 034, 000 
Regular Establishment. _| 2%, 700 1, 920, 000 | 23. 700 | 1, 920, 009 | 
Spanish-American War. __| 1, 666 108, 000 | 1, 009 | 90, 000 | 600 18, 000 
eres oiene ash 6et 5 Swe eee EE —Ea 
Total. _._. 608, 500 46, 960, 009 | 345, 900 | 33,018, 000 262, 600 | 13, 942, 000 








Totat LIvinec AND DecEAsSED VETERANS 








World War II__..._.. | 1. 973, 500 | $111. 338, 000 1, 916, 100 | $107, 458, 009 57.400 | $3, 880, 000 

World War I . 882, 800 59, 684, 009 298, 700 21, 366, 000 584, 100 | 38, 318.000 
Regular Est: sblishment | 9!, 300 5. 662, 050 91, 300 5, 662, 000 pecwts 

Spanish-American War 2. 400 200. 000 | i, 500} =, = 160, 000 900 40, 000 

———— EE _ -_——— ——EEE 

Grand total... .. | 2.950, 000 176, 884, C00 | 2 . 507, 900 »| 134, 646, 000 642, 400 42 238, 000 





15-PERCENT INCREASE 
LIVING VETERANS 
| | 









































World War IT............| 1,697,600 ar 5 191000 | 1, 656, 100 | $122, 708, 000 | 41, 500 $4, 485, 000 
\. | » S=eenneses | 575, 500 1, 943, 000 7,500 24, 018, 000 338, 000 37, 925, 000 
Regular Establishment. -_| 67, 600 i 613, 000 | ent See eee 
Spanish-American War... 800 138, 000 | 500 | 105, 000° 300 | 33, 000 
Seeiecesete —— 2, 341, 500 | 194, 885,000 | 1, 961, 700 | 152, 142,000 379, 800 | 42, 443, 000 
DECEASED VETERANS 
; | | 
World War II_- ---| 275, 900 $20, 817, 000 | 260,000 | $38, 481, 000 15,900 | $1, 336, 000 
World War I. oa! 307, 300 27, 582, 000 61, 200 8, 031, 000 | 246, 100 19, 551, 000 
Regular Establishment. 23.700 | 2, 880, 000 23,7 (| ecaetont Bracancen 
Spanish-American War --| 1, 600 162, 000 1, 000 135, 000 600 27, 000 
RS | 908,500 | 70,441,000} 345,900 | 49,527,000} 262,600 | 20, 914, 000 
ToTAL LiIvinG AND DECEASED VETERANS 
World War IT. ........... 1, 973, 500 | $167, 008, 000 1, 916, 100 | $161, 187, 000 57,400 | $5,821, 000 
BEGG WEP Bidkncceccscce 882, 800 89, 525, 000 208, 700 32, 049, 000 584,100 | 57, 476,000 
Regular Establishment. -- 91, 300 8, 493, 000 91, 300 8, 493, 000 |... 2. etilinin}itcdialpaetniitihinds 
Spanish-American War | 2, 400 300, 000 1, 500 | 240, 000 900 60, 000 
Grand total... .... a ae heedl ei 2, 307, 600 201, 969, 000 642,400 | 63, 357, 000 
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Estimated cost, fiscal year 1952, to increase the basic disability and death rates of 
compensation and pension currently available to World War I or World War II 
veterans or their dependents—Continued 

2+}PERCENT INCREASE 


LIVING VETERANS 









































Total Compensation Pension 
| | 
| ‘scpe | Estimated | ee | Estimated es Estimated 
Cases | cost | Cases cost | Cases | cost 
World War Il 1, 697. 600 | $169, S88, OCO 1, 656, 100 $163, G08, C00 | 41,506 | $5, 980, 000 
World War lI } 575,53) 82 592, 0% 237, 500 32, 024, 000 | $38,000 | 50, 568. 009 
Regular Establishment. __| 67, 600 | 7, 454, G00 | 67. 000 | 7, 484, 006 | as 
Spanish-American War 800 184, 006 | 500 | 140, 000 | 300 44, 000 
= _ i-— - --=— | ~_- - ~ 
Total | 2,341,500 | 259, 848, 00C 1,961, 700 | *203, 256. 000 379, 800 | 56, 592,000 
| i } 
DECEASED VETERANS 
World War II 275, Wi $53. O89, 0) 280, 0) $51, 368, 090 15,900 | $1. 781, 000 
World War I 307, 300 36, 776, 009 61.20) | 10, 708,099 246,100 | 26, 068, 000 
Regular Establishment 23, 7M 3. 840. 090 23, 709 3, 840. 00 i 
Spanish-American War 1, 606 216,090 1, 600 | 180, 000 600 | 36, 009 
= = = . - = - 
Total 008, 500 | 93, 921, 090 345,900 | 66, 038, 000 22 000 | 27, 885, 0c0 
| | 
PoTaL LIVING AND DBCEASED VETERANS 
World War Il 1, 973, 500 | $222.677.006 | 1,916,106 | $214,916, 0) 57,409 | $7, 761, 090 
World Warl SA2, SOD 119, 368,009 298, 70 42,742.05 584, 109 76, 636, 099 
Regular Establishme ut 91, 300 11, 324.000 91,39 11, 328.0)) ‘i 
Spanish-American War 2. 400 460.00) | 1, 590 ! S200) 900 | 89, 000 
Grand total 2, 950, 000 | 353. 769, G10 2. 307,609 | 260, 292. Hor o42, 409 84, 477,000 
i | 
25-PERCENT INCREASE 
LivING VETERANS 
World War II__. 1, 697, 600 | $211, 985,000 | 1, 656, 100 | $204, 510, 000 41,500 | $7, 475, 000 
World War Il 575,500 | 103, 240, 000 | 237,500 | 40, 030, 000 | 338, 000 | 63, 210, 000 
Regular Establishment 67,600 | 9,355,000} 67,600) 9,355,000 |... fe 
Spanish-American War S00 230, 000 500 | 175, 000 | 300 | 55, 000 
_— —_—_—_— - — — —__— —_ — -- SSS eee a ee | ee — 
Total. _- 2,341,500 324,810,000 | 1,961,700 | 254,070,000 | 379, 800 | 70, 740, 000 





DECEASED VETERANS 





$64, 135, 000 | 15, 900 | $2, 226, 000 








World War ll_.........| 275, 900 | $66,361,000 | 260, 








oon | : 
World War I "| 3071300 | “45; 970,000 | “61, 200 | “13,385,000 | 246, 100 | 32, 585" 000 
Regular Establishment. __| 23, 700 4, 800, 000 | 23, 700 | 4, 800, 000 a ie . > 
Spanish-American War. ..| 1, 600 | 270, 000 | 1, 000 | 225, 000 600 45, 000 
Total _....-| 608,500 | 117,401,000 | 345, 900 | 82,545,000 262, 600 | 34, 856, 000 


| 





ToraL LivING AND DECEASED VETERANS 





| | | | 
World War Il 2 1, 973, 500 | $278, 346, 000 1, 916, 100 | $268, 645, 000 57,400 | $9, 701, 000 
World War I 882,800 | 149,210,000 | 298,700 | 53, 415, 000 584, 100 | 95, 795, 000 
Regular Establishment 91, 300 14, 155, 000 | 91,300 | 14,155,000 _. ae 
Spanish-American War 2, 400 500, 000 | 1, 500 | 400, 000 900 | 100, 000 


Grand total ais 2,950,000 | 442,211,000 2,307,600 | 336, 615, 000 642, 400 | 105, 596, 000 
| 
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[From the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs annual report for fiscal year 1950] 


TABLE 46.—Average annual value of compensation, pension, disability allowance, 
or retirement pay for all wars and for the Regular Establishment, as of the end of 
each fiscal year, 1919-50 


Average for all warsand War of 
Regular Establish- 1812, Mexican War, veterans Indian Wars, veterans 
ment, veterans veterans 


Fiscal year 





Total | Living oma pF Total | Living ee | Total | Living p.m 
| ' 

1950... ...- $668.75 $646.08 $750.34 |... $536.00 $534. 00 ($681.88 ($1, 136. 02 48 09 
1949 puanlbe 630. 63 | 507.00 | 752 70 |........| 547.08 |). 47.03 | 677.55 | 1,087.40 | 548.39 
1048............] 503.64 | 572 75 | 673. 81 j.....- $57. 33 |...... 557. 33 679.61 | 1.072 97 | 545.98 
ra ..| 584.82 | 561.03 | G83 68 |_....... 572. 43 |..........| 572.43 | 568.26 | 865.63 | 450.00 
1946... an 4.25 | 487.71 | 574.533 cnmaed Gee leeckeas 574. 58 | 570. 69 | 860. 61 457. 90 
Neate 547.93 | 546.35 | 552.85 ($240 00 | 576.44 |___- ; 576.44 | 570.16 | 843.37 | 456.19 
1944 ..------| 534 57 | 542.78 | 508.20 | 240 00 | 573.09 ...| 573.09 | 560. 48 805.30 | 452.03 
1943... --| 505.81 | 520. 64 | 467. 14 | 240.00 | 578 34 , 479. 45 751. 58 | 358. 51 
1942 504.09 | 520.67 | 459.97 | 240 00 | 576. 25 |} 48227 | 748.48 | 358. 21 
1941... 496.50 500.45 | 462.77 | 240.00 | 578. 92 2; 48892, 745. 44 358.18 
1940... ..| 498.04 | 510.27 | 466.84 | 240.00 | 579. Ss | 491 72 736.38 | 358.01 
1939. _. 489.39 | 503.35 | 454.28 | 240 00 | 578.71 495. 29 726.36 | 357.94 
1938 476.66 | 496 20 | 426.904 | 240.00 | 577. 48 | 484.63 | 683.83 | 357. G8 
1937_. 460 33 | 489.79 | 387.88 | 420.00 | 578 50 | 427. 43 529.94 | 357.98 
1936. 456. 76 | 483.61 | 392 62 | 420 00 | 576.39 43065 | 526.04 | 357.95 
 —— .., 428.32 | 448.10 | 382.52 | 510.00 | 579.35 44.98 | 528 81 357. 8&8 
1934 431.60 | 452.41 | 384.66 | 514.29 | ASI 40 443.45 | 534.07 357. 48 
1933 400.48 | 400.15 | 401.49 | 514.29 | 582.07 | 448.73 | 533.45 | 357.76 
1932... : 407.51 408.54 | 405 90 | 514.29) 583. f8 4) 12 429. 70 358. 05 
1931 440.61 | 451.27 | 411.45 | 525.00 | 580. 69 417.79 | 519.35 358. 62 
eee .| 475.08 | 513.04 | 404.37 | 540 00 | 5A. 32 | 446.22) 513.16 359. 10 
.| 473.97 | 512.94 | 407.00 | 567.27 | 587. 49 | | 444.58 | 505.76 350. 32 
eee 465.53 | 516.92 382.00 | 574.29 500 02 | 439 95 406.20 | 357.74 
1927 466. 67 | 531.77 | 369.04 | 578 82 | 500 61 424. 72 479. 37 355. 70 
1926... $32.12 | 489.58 | 350.98 | 360.00 | 362. 56 200 86 242.89 | 148 7. 
1925. _. _ 407.5 454.07 | 343.79 | 3260.00 | 363. 27 22. 28 243. 23 149. 32 
1924... 411.23 | 464.01 | 344.01 | 353.45 | 365. 26 201.79 | 241.70 148 89 
1923 . 419.45 | 479.01 | 343.24 | 354.60 368. 37 3! 203.36 | 242.12 149. 59 
1922 ‘ 43! 3! 490.21 345 71 | 355 59 370 59 712 44 | 357.30 | 2.72 241.06) 148.79 
kee 436.41 | 509.49 | 347.11 | 356.63 373.37 692 36 | 357.09 | 203.71 | 24090) 148. 80 
1920... 357.56 | 421.93 280.36 | 23273 240.20 414.36 20.645 WS 49 239 72 148 84 


191? ° 345.94 395.10 295.80 | 210.52 249. 56 36S. 04 230 5 26.78 240.27 | 150.02 
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TABLE 46.—Abverage annual value of compensation, Fer sre disability allowance, 
or retirement pay for all wars and for the Regular Establishment, as of the end of 
each fiscal year, 1919-50—Continued 





' 























| 
ae Taree | Spanish-American War, | Regular Establishment, 
Civil War, veterans veterans veterans 
Fiseal year eS ee 7 inion Y eegenee regen res emus 
| 2.2 2.8 | 7 | — 

Total | living aA | Total | Living “ceased Total | Living | P..- 

“ae Sa eee a eee —_— eee 2 a nee > | 
_ — ___.}$539. 29 $1, 392. 00 |$538. 14 |$867. 67 |$1, 105. 51 |$592. 92 |$672.80 ($4630.84 | $801.94 
1949... _. punaied 541.44 1,308. 46 . 78 876.75 | 1,099.99 | 594.20 | 635.76 | 598.89 752. 88 
1948 | 537.46 | 1,415.51 | 534.83 | 883.80 | 1,094.43 | 593.19 | 520. 58 | 535. 38 473. 04 
1947_.... | 454.89 | 1,180.22 | 451.36 | 739.16 | 898. 27 496.28 | 522.86 | 536. 63 478. 28 
1946 465. 54 | 1, 186.36 | 451.31 | 711.89 | 875.18 | 440.08 | 432.67 | 424.10 459. 78 
1945... 4 2 .| 458.55 | 1, 188.21 | 451.73 | 707.14 | 861.21 | 432.84 | 436.84 | 430.42 457.01 
1944. __ et ae 461. 55 1, 184.33 | 451.53 | 696.12 845.09 | 399.76 | 400.59 | 382.95 455. 85 
1943_. sénn ...| 466.10 | 1,179.30 | 452.41 | 591.74) 695.26 366. 50 | 392. 53 | 384. 40 418. 24 
cia heheanehiatinins ...-| 472.18 | 1,176.27 | 453.98 | 591.25 | 687.21 | 367.32 | 367.41 |'384.32 308. 47 
194 1.. . ----| 479.77 | 1,159.12 | 455.30 | 587.47 675. 21 365. 67 | 366.46 | 385.16 301. 84 
1940__.................--| 488.82 | 1, 161.65 | 456.87 | 531. 59 659. 52 366. 59 | 361.53 | 377. 76 303. 73 
1939__ . - 498. 44 | 1, 163.58 | 458.06 | 565.42 | 632.11 | 367.66 | 272.07 | 262.94 305. 23 
1938 ‘ ..| 506.56 | 1, 136.42 | 459.01 | 533.09 | 534. 52 | 368.48 | 271.93 | 264.86 298. 71 
1937__. . | 517. 18 1, 129. 54 | 460.63 | 509. 39 549. 37 369.96 | 272.50 | 265.99 299. 06 
1936__. : 520.13 | 1,046.73 | 462.00 | 490.51 | 523.24 370. 52 | 240.73 | 227.53 295. 58 
1935_. en | 532.60 | 1,060.37 | 462.75 | 368.06 | 387. 52 | 236.10 | 233.82 223. 51 279. 58 
1934... ws | 551.07 | 1,078.10 | 464.68 | 371.18 | 389.51 | 284.69 | 226.43 | 219. 76 260. 11 
1933... : 566.57 | 1,086.64 | 467.73 | 499.41 | 523.02 | 381.03 | 230.00 | 235.84 | 206.25 
| TEES 581. 43 | 1,087.05 | 469.00 | 492.15 | 516.28 | 362.94 | 236.42 | 241.41 | 216.32 
1931. —— ; | 593.69 | 1,076.24 , 469.63 460.48 473. 33 | 385.98 | 233.64 | 236.82 | 220. 62 
ee eceininninia 542.39 | 851.90 | 451.91 | 388.59 | 388.61 | 388.50 | 231.92 | 235.09 | 218.98 
1029....... ze | 550.35 | 850.25 | 451.10 | 375. 69 373. 27 390. 86 | 219.42 | 218.49 223. 11 
1928__. : 527.56 | 847.48 | 406.38 | 361.90 356.86 | 303.67 | 222.23 | 223.64 | 216.85 
1927 queda 522. 75 846.63 385.60 | 351.20 343. 72 395.40 | 186.03 | 200.34 | 131.86 
Eee 454.01 | 745.47 | 360.76 | 343.04 333. 57 | 398.71 | 203.42 | 198.07 221. 16 
i A . 476. 85 698.75 | 360.36 | 205.81 192.78 | 278. 11 197.82 | 191.55 218. 51 
1924 asues ~ 476.35 | 675.89 | 360.61 | 202.13 187.24 280.76 | 193.70 | 186. 68 214. 65 
1923 . 476. 78 660.99 | 359.38 | 191.38 181.00 | 245.28 | 216.46 | 217.58 | 212.7 
1922 — . 480.06 647.94 | 360.48 | 178.93 | 177. 26 | 187.22 | 189.24 | 179.49 | 221.08 
Serio 477.74 | 627.97 | 360.81 | 164.34 | 158.89 184.96 | 183.50 | 175.11 | 211.93 
1920... bate 358.77 | 451.77 | 280.67 | 142.01 | 131.63 | 174.98 | 180.55 | 173.18 | 203.99 
1919_. eens 363. 19 433.65 | 208.74 | 140.37 | 128.54 | 197.15 | 177.04 | 171.15 195. 95 





i Includes average annual value for Reserve officers’ retirement for 1942, 
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TaBLE 46.— Average annual value of compensation, pension, disability allowance, 
or retirement pay for all wars and for the Regular Establishment, as of the end 0, 
each fiscal year, 1919 50—Continued 


= ———— _ _ ——— a an ——— eae 











| World War I 
Living veterans Deceased veterans 
Fiscal year Disabil- 2 
Total ity allow- Emer- 
: Service- | noe gency Service- Non- 
Total con- enc’ or | officers Total con- service- 
non-seryv- ; : 
nected ? | “iee-con- retire- nected 2? jconnected 
nected ment ° 
19%) $719 12 $776. us $700. 36 $748 a3 ($1, 975 31 $615. 04 $203. 24 $537. 68 
1g 600. 33 727.84 706. 48 749. 30 1,977.34 623. 44 854.32 544. 07 
1948... (62. 71 695, 86 663. 24 750.41 | 1, 982 il 603.71 714. 24 §57. 47 
1947. . . 663. 85 687. 51 657. 62 744. 37 1, G80. 48 619. 17 710. 85 573. 68 
146, } §41. 29 549. 69 538. 93 558. 64 1, 633. 67 524. 39 496, 39 479. 038 
1945 545. 42 545. 07 535. 15 551.63 | 1,636 72 546.55 597. 31 490.91 
1044 545. 66 543. 42 §35. 71 541.50 | 1,636. 55 553. 90 598. 80 | 407. 03 
1S 486, 77 475. 65 478. 29 429.4 1, 42 57 527. 76 562.45 409. 76 
1942 486. 71 474. 82 477. 40 425.93 | 1,645 31 530. 07 559. 65 415. 66 
941 473. 78 457. 22 476. 56 321.12 | 1,642 22 532. 05 558. 41 420. 4 
1940 476. 59 458. 3S 477.23 318.88 | 1,632.14 538. 33 557. 91 427.17 
1939 473. 70 463. 02 479. 18 318.55 | 1,682 58 511. 52 531. 22 350. 56 
1438 463. 51 467. 44 481.39 319. 95 1, 637. 19 450. 04 457. 42 355. 48 
1937 444. 12 469. 5S 481.04 390. 21 | 1,640.91 351.17 351.08 352. 99 
1036 445. 59 471.8 481.69 319.441 6s. 41 352. 19 352. 06 356. 55 
1935 _ . . 445. 17 471.58 #81. 45 315. 16 | 1,627 i 348. 2 7.4 359, 20 
mau 439. 24 467.12 476. 08 307.32 | 1,6 337.04 327.04 
1435 348. 8 350. 22 524. 39 189.05 | 1 336. 45 336. 45 
1932 352. 4 14. 86 520. 40 193.19 | 1, 685.< 335. 75 335. 75 
1431 393. 15 403. 32 532. 4 199. 28 1, 686. 91 334. 83 334.8 
1980 400. 48 553. 21 528. 65 1, 682. 18 330. 76 230, 76 
1929 403. 45 547. 40 528. 4 1, GSS. 42 320.4 
1928 q86. 52 539. 20 539. 26 : t 327. 
1927 486. 04 41. 38 541.38 325. 82 326. 82 
192" 435. 40 474. 08 474.05 324. 33 324. 33 
1925 420.55 452. 72 452. 72 317. 30 317. 30 
124 411.65 445.53 445.55 306. 05 306. 93 
1923 413. 75 445. 81 445.81 307.84 307.84 
1922 418. 02 448, 22 448, 22 314. 65 315. 65 
1921 $17.55 $48.72 448.72 315. 04 315. 04 
102) 417.0% 449. 19 449. 19 116.35 316.338 
viv 4s. 378. 57 378. 57 318. 10 318.10 
World War Il 
Living veterans Deceased veterans 


Fiscal year 


Total Service- | Non-sery Reserve Service- |Non-Sserv- 
officers on 
Total con- ice-con- Total con- ice-con- 
nected nected retire- nected nected 
ment ‘ 
10” en31. 31 S581. 46 $545. 09 $720. 39 $2, 404 Os $052. 5 sung, 22 SA. 14 
lui aah. 46 520. v6 405. 29 TH. Sl 4, 401. 08 O4s. SO G6 OS 574.15 
1s 544. 02 wos. 72 474.02 720. 20 | 2,399 su 744. 79 7o0. 16 581.15 
way Hat. 45 hos. OF 470.19 720. 24 | 2,354 17 S45. 55 48. 1S 595. v1 
19gt 470. 06 141.06 420.12 sag. 25 | 1, 987.31 TUL 712. 79 409. 48 
1045 513. 66 481. 72 1H. SS 878. 85 1, 064. 05 607.0 608, 32 gas. SO 
1914 413. 21 379. 27 368. 09 1, 005. 19 og. 24 eno, 24 
1943 550. 82 516. sl 477.14 2, O58. 06 hao. 9 580. 99 
142 491.75 527.74 527. 74 391. 62 391. 62 


ons — ites a ee . . 


2 Includes averag snnual value for case> paid under general pension laws prior to fiscal year 1934 and 
special act cases 

3 Includes average ynnual value for provisional, probationary. or temporary officers. 

4 Reserve offi rs’ retirement UM luded with Regular Establishment living veterans for 1942. 
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TABLE 47.—Living veterans who were receiving compensation, pension, or retirement 
pay and deceased veterans whose dependents were receiving compensation or pension 
under public acts or special acts, and the aggregate annual value of these benefits, as 
of June 30, 1950 





Total Public acts Special acts 





Wars and Regular Establishment 22 — 
Num- Annual 
ber 


Number Annual value | Number | Annual value value 
‘ a 


Total 3, 026, 361 ($2, 023, 872, 864 (3.024, 787 | $2, 023, 425, S88 1,574 $447, 276 
1, 530, 059, 520 (2,367,777 | 1, 529, 966, 940 461 92, 580 
493, 813, 344 7 493, 458,648 1,113 354, 696 


Living veterans 
Deceased veterans 











World War Il 1, 240, 513, 716 (1, 964, 983 | 1, 240, 513, 716 
Living veterans 1, 701, O19 YS9, O79, 636 (1, 701, O19 YO, O79, 636 
Service-connected 1, 643, 239 805, 709, 856 |1, 643, 239 895, 709, 856 
Non-service-connected 27, 046 19, 483,632 , 27, 046 19, 483, 632 
Reserve officers’ retirement 30, 73 73, 8°6,148 | 30, 734 73, 886, 148 
Deceased veterans 263, 964 251, 434,0:0 | 263, 964 251, 434, 0 
i ; a ae 
Service-connected 253, 03S 245, 248,476 | 253, 038 245, 248, 476 - 
Non-service-connected 10, 926 6. 185, 604 | 10, 926 | 6, 185, 604 ; 3 
World War I 805, 085 578, 919, HS | £05, 033 578, 917, 932 2 2, 016 
Living veterans 520, 925 404. 750 376 520, 923 $04, 748, 360 2 2, 016 
Service-connected and special | 
act cases 293, 276 231, 702, S76 293, 274 231, 790, 860 2 2, O16 
Non-service-connected 225, 475 16>, 663, 168 225, 475 168, 663, 168 i 
Emergency officers’ retire- 
ment 2, 165 4, 277, 004 2. 165 4, 277, 004 ie 
Provisional, probationary, or 
temporary officers’ retire 
ment “ 17, 328 a 17,328 
Deceased veterans 2M, 110 174, 169, 572 284, 110 174, 169, 572 
Service-connected 65, 758 56, 765, 196 65. 758 56, 765, 196 
Non-service-connected 218, 352 117, 404, 376 218, 352 117, 404, 376 
Regular Establishment 71, 235 47, 926, 860 70, 674 47, 790, 792 561 | 136, 068 
Living veterans 53, 765 33, 917, O16 53, 337 33, 832, OSO 428 84, 936 
Deceased veterans 17, 470 14, O09, S44 17, 337 13, 95S, 712 133 61,132 
Spanish-Ameri¢an War 171, 608 148, 809. 876 171,519 148, S77, 940 so 21, 936 
Living veterans 91, O84 101, 689, 524 91, 959 101, 684, 856 25 4, 668 . 
Service-connected and special 
ict Cases 505 1, O61, 184 4570 1, 056, 516 25 4, 668 
Non-service-connected 91, 389 100, 628, 340 91, 389 100, 628, 340 
Deceased veterans 79, 624 47, 210, 352 79, 560 47, 193, OS4 4 17, 268 
Service-connected and special 
act cases 1, 228 1, O60, S48 1,159 1, 043, 580 4 17, 268 
Non-service-connected 78, 401 46, 149, 504 78, 401 46, 149, 504 
Civil War 11, 147 6, O11, 496 10, 256 4, 731, 788 891 | 279. 708 
Living veterans 15 20, 880 15 20, S80 
Deceased veterans 11, 182 5, G90, 616 10, 241 5, 710, 908 SY! 274, 708 
Indian Wars 2,329 1, 588, 104 2, 303 1, 582, 020 2% 6, O84 
Living veterans 530 602, OSS 524 601, 128 6 O60 
Deceased veterans 1,799 986, O16 1,779 GSO, 892 20 5, 124 


Mexican War: Deceased veterans... 24 | 12, 864 19 11, 400 5 1, 404 














662 INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION 























$9 ‘Lg OR6 £°81 Zl Ls ‘es | $2e @. 
9 “IL 092 ‘eo 6 ZI Z16 60 be O10 “FT L 
£9 ‘bs Oot ‘ebe 0% 180 ‘t so 608 “LOI 8° 
OF “86 IIS ‘199 £1 180 ‘2 0% £9 OE ‘002 9° 
#8 “06 680 ZHI ‘T s 916 ‘II 80 09 ORD “OZE ¢° 
9% “SEL G98 “Leb Z OT £9 2 68 69 £29 ‘OeY ¢* 
ZI BET 66% “692% zi 626 ‘61 62 ‘L9 999 “IL 9° 
6h Fol 662 “100 ‘ ae | 6b ‘61 I¢ “29 SPR “126 8° 
62 69I1$ 689 “bOR ‘ES ae | SOF ‘ZZ 98 “Lz8 Stl '6r6s s° 
| } | | 
0€ ‘89 999 % | £°Lb | Zrle = | Sao 'T L2 
98 ‘99 ORY ‘ZET | bRZ 866 ‘T 22 62% | 92% ‘21 91 
TT ‘O08 292 ‘SOL ‘T 99 L6L ‘EI 1% | £L8 ‘062 “¢ > 86 
2 86 a a) | e18‘9e | 4eee | OF ‘SBOE | 186 
16 “LO 86 SLR IL =| ol ¢90 ‘OI ZE 6S | £29 ‘WOE Tb 8 74 
88 Ll ove ‘zzr'et 6 ee 892 ‘06 96 “88 | OL ‘109 ‘ee Li 6 
22 eb1 S82 ‘IZI Il =| OF 699 “LL oF bE | 606 ‘SOI ‘Se + o6 | 
OL ELI ceo ez ‘Zt | BF | $98 ‘OL 91 St ZEO ‘pel “eS 16 
8 ‘SSIs 698 “E90 “bIS i ZEb ‘OL 29 ‘Set BI ‘689 ‘09S ¢ 96 
onyea an[Ba 18103 jo onjea anyea 18101 Jo 
ae Ayqjuoyy =| quaouag | UN Sieve Ayyjuoyy =|: yuaoueg 








3 
ex | 
= 


680 ‘9 1 68 
ZL bOI 19 08 
87.2 ‘6b 1088 
896 ‘R06 ‘I 10 98 
BL ‘2E9'T | 86 68 
90 ‘669 ‘T 08 68 
OLT 899 ‘I It 
108 ‘896 ‘I zh Sts 


onyea 
Ayyquour 
ODBIWAY 


JaquinN 
| 








POQestp A11620,1 parqestp Aqezed 








a ae | 8 GZ 
012 “BL 9 oI 

691 ‘Ich | 8@ 

Ifl Zs 1 6'l 

6EL * } iT 

i¢it 

i RT 

0@ 

1% 
060 "> | 0°00T 
| GOR ‘62Z | 0001 
| ser‘oee 9 =| 0 00 
| ROL'SZE ‘OS «=| «0 00T 
ize ‘Ost ‘es =| 0 0OT 
$h0 62069 =| «0 '00T 
79162299 «=| 0 00 
pos ‘ce ‘z9 «=| 0 O0T 
S8F ‘749 ‘PLS | 0-00t 

on[Ba | [#307 )0 
Ayywuoyy «| Wedded 
| 
[FOL 





0¢-er6l ‘avah poosyf yova fo pua ay) yw ‘Ajrprqnsip fo 
juajra fq inpqvsip solow fo adh; Burmoys ‘sarpiprqnetp pozaauuod-a9ta1a8 40f Uor,psUusd WOd But 19924 949M OYN SUDL9}IA [] 4044 P}4O44—"RE TIAV 


£6 


| 2802 


| PES ‘Sey’ 
| 68% ‘eho * 


61g “R0Z 
It¢ ‘ge9 
£10 ‘61g * 
OIG “SZL° 
bE9 ‘OL9° 


“<< 


JoquInN 


ZH6I 
LPal 
tél 
Crél 
Opal 
Lrel 
SPOT 
Hb6l 
oeal 





S 
an 
é 
a 
q 
Z 
i-) 
& 
< 
RN 
Z 
a 
° 
1S) 
— 
° 
Nn 
& 
& 
< 
= 
je) 
ee) 
a] 
v4 
“ 
w 
Nn 
3 
1S) 
Z 
- 





19°22 060 ‘I 

IZ 68 066 ‘LZ 

Sb VOI 008 “oR, 
IL bI 169 “221 ‘1 
09 SII 822 ‘ZOI ‘9 
16 ‘6F1 O88 ‘ORE “ES 
G0 StI Sub “COL ‘ES 
$0 161 | SOP ‘28 ‘“b 
I '90z$ =|: ORO I90 ‘bg 
St “It cob 

18 09 oge ‘6k 

0g "29 ZOF ‘OLE 
ob £8 OLL ‘Og ‘T 
1Z 66 yl ‘Ifo + 
Lb OST G80 “POO ‘S 
If Chl 919 ‘999 “tb 
ST 'eLT | Sub ‘286 “b 
10'061$ | OOL ‘LOY ‘S$ 


DIrANK TOD 
eienieni oh tol Rel. 











SNOLLIGNODO ‘TVOIDUOS GNYV ‘TVOIGAW ‘IVHYANAD 











ot0‘T 6 OF se 8% ‘OF sel % 

G2, “96 1 6b gsr ‘e 16-7 Giz ‘bel 

22g ‘906 % b $9 62E ‘£11 10 8% L140 ‘19% ‘€ 
992 ‘229 ‘8 11g 982 “b2z OL be 268 ‘SOL “6 
798 ‘ZI Se 9°99 £08 “966 OL OF ORO ‘GIS “Ie 
629 ‘SL ‘Ok 6°89 700 ‘Z61 ‘I z8 et 890 ‘9Z9 “IF 
£00‘s1e"Se =| OIL £06 ‘ASI ‘T 2g ‘ve 1Lb ‘020 ‘ZF 
Les ‘peo ‘ee =| 1 tL £20 ‘ZRII | Lb'oe Z1e ‘726 EP 
Ob ‘626 ENS | ZL Lo0‘16I tT =| 200% Lo OE) ‘SHS 











gol a t Og ‘Le 009 

066 ‘Se 8's vee ‘T 8f “UE OE “OL 

Leb ‘21Z ‘2 z'8e 6ey “BL 2o1e 688 ‘£69 
FSF ‘261 ‘8 rly ZOE ‘2ZZ OL OF O82 ‘898 “6 
Ib¢ “Gu¢ ‘SI 6° 810 ‘SOF Zh bh ZOL “O61 0% 
Z9E “$76 ‘ST £°% £91 ‘set 09 Ig Lev “629 ‘87 
008 “620 ‘YT 8 £% oes ‘R68 eg GIT “ves “OZ 
LEE ‘b29 ST | 8 TZ Eo ‘ZLE | SURF GOR “908 “61 
Liv 'O98 SIS | BU 6S ‘Sue | 89S =| LLL ‘BES “Ies 


S48V4SIC TVOIDOIOUAAN GNY OLN LVIHOASd 














Mee ee ee aes “Trl 
.  ‘qeaeceeecaer Bos BSE: C61 
AE ox eae RTE ial! 
GRO “P8Z ‘ ~ Sh6I 
ae a ei tate ataeae O61 
ae *“Lb61 
ose ‘SIZ ‘I |-~ RP6T 
9b “WOE “T |°*""~ “BP6I 
—_——_=.r “0961 
EF : ceconpse A REE “ZhOl 
a! ee es “S61 
169 ‘98 “PFI 
Wz ‘ZZ “S61 
66999h 2 Or6l 
ee es es ee Lv6i 
669 ‘Ott 8h61 
| 686 ‘OOF | 661 
| 600 “S6E 096) 


664 INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION 


TaRLE 49.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensation for service- 
connected disabilities, showing degree of impairment, type of major disability, and 
monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 1950 























Total Tuberculosis 
Degree of Percent ! = 
an Percent) Monthly | A¥erage | Num. | ..° degree | Monthly awe 
Number | of total value monthly ws Total | oy im- vaine monthly 
value tuber- pair- : value 
culosis ment 
Total 1, 43, 239 100.0 $74, 642, 488 $45.42 34, 599 100.0 2.1 | $4,753, 737 137. 40 
10 percent 721, 837 43.9 10,843,716 15.02 SAS 2.6 1 13, 318 15.00 
2 percent 248, 491 15.1 7, 454, 759 30. 00 142 4 1 +, 20 30, 00 
30 percent 269, 997 16.4 | 12,312,350 45.60 1,692 1.9 t 74, 858 4.24 
40 percent 128,711 | 7.8 7, 976, 772 61. 97 245 x 2 15, 060 61.47 
50 percent 86, 006 5.3 7, 680, 723 89. 21 7.834 22.6 9.1 679, O82 8, 80 
60 percent 62, 150 3.8 6, 802, 747 110. 91 712 2.0 1.1 74, 729 104. 06 
70 percent 29, 148 1.8 3 S811, 725 130. 77 429 1.2 1.5 51, 416 119. 85 
80 percent 17, 349 1.1 2, 690, 745 155. 10 28 4 1.3 32,119 140, 87 
9 percent 5, 028 3 184, 09 21 1 ' 3, 406 162. 19 
100 percent 74,432 4.5) 14 188.81 22, 408 48 30.1 3, 804, S89 169.79 
i Psvchiatric and neurological diseases 
Total Psy choses 
Degree of impairment Pessout 
of total Percent 
. oiaen ? Average Sons : 
Number | ?5¥* hiatric of degree | Monthly monthiy | Number Mo ithiy 
and neu- (of impair value value 
- value 
rological ment 
diseases 
oo — ~ 
Total 395, 009 100.0 24.0) $21, 258, 177 $53. 82 65,057 | $5, 643, 892 
10 percent 39.8 21.8 2, 357, 825 15. 00 15, 067 225, 470 
20 percent 64 10.2 761, 143 30. 00 657 19, 678 
30 percent 23.2 4.0 4, 130, 536 wow 13, 124 589, 760 
40 percent 6.6 2.2 1, 572, 186 #0. 32 1,444 86, S76 
50 percent 84 38.8 2, GO, 426 87. 08 9, 238 775, 409 
60 percent 3.6 22.8 1, 539, 356 108. 77 1, 109 116, 285 
70 percent 28 37.9 1, 379, 816 124. 80 5, 410 630, 970 
SD percent 1.4 30.8 05, 435 150. 97 3y1 ‘4, 770 
90 pereent 3 22.7 207, 254 ISL. 48 57 9, IST 
100 percent 7.5 39. 6 5, 597, 700 190. 01 18, 560 3, 135, 787 
Psychiatric and neuro- 
logical diseases—Con 
— General medical and surgical conditions 
Other psychiatric and 
neurological diseases 
Degree of impairment 
Percent 
of total | p 
Percent 
general eae | Average 
Number | Monthly Number | medical |. Geeree; Monthly | noathly 
value of impair- value ~ a 
and ment value 
surgical 
conditions 
Total. . 329.952 | $15, 614, 285 |1, 213, 31 100. 0 73.9 $48, 630, 574 $40. 07 
0 ee 142, 148 2, 132, 355 568, 734 4 78. 1 8, 472. 573 15.8 
20 percent... 24, 733 741, O65 222, 959 1s. 4 80.7 6, OR8, 856 30. 00 
30 percent 78, 693 3, 40, 776 176, 488 4.5 65.4 8, 106, 956 45. 93 
4) percent 24, 621 1,485,610 = 102, 401 &4 79. 6 6, 389, 526 62. 40 
& percent 24, 138 2, 131, 017 44, BNO 3.7 52. 1 4, 004, 315 91. 22 
60 percent . 13, 044 1, 423, O71 47, 285 3.9 76.1 5, 278, 662 111.64 
70 percent ‘ 5, 646 748, 846 17, 668 1.5 0 6 2, 380, 493 134. 77 
80 percent 4.044 75), 665 11, 786 1.0 67.9 1, 853, 191 157. 24 
90 percent _. 1, O85 198, 067 3, 865 3 | 76.9 714, 922 184. 97 
100 percent 10, 900 2, 461, 913 22, 54 19 30.3 4, 651, O80 26. 13 
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TaBLe 50.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensation for service- 
connected disabilities, showing those receiving additional compensation for depend- 
ents, by class = dependent, as of June 30, 1950 


Average 











_— as Monthly d 
Class of dependent Number valine monthly 
value 

Total veterans ‘ ’ 1,643,239 $74, 642, 488 $45. 42 
Veterans less than 50 percent disabled (no dependency benefit) 1, 369, 036 38, 587, 597 28.19 
Veterans 50 percent or more disabled 274, 208 36, 054, 891 131. 49 
Without dependents 9, 389, 014 | 113. 57 
With dependents 26, 665, S77 139. 23 
Wife only a } 46, 128 6, 130. 39 
Wife, child or children 117, 038 16, 140. 18 
Wife, child or children and parent or parents 3, 371 167. 02 
Wife, parent or parents & 2, 770 158. 50 
Child or children only 6, 910 131. 27 
Child or children and parent or parents 718 167. 04 
Parent or parents only : 14, 503 2, 151, 85 


Total dependents on whose account additional com- 
pensation was being paid (no additional eae n- 


sation for children in excess of 3) 413, 945 
Wives : ‘ ‘ ANT: , -| 169, 307 
Children _. = . , 217, 972 | 


Parents... ....-.. na . icc 26, 666 
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Tasie 52.—World War I veterans who were receiving compensation for service- 
connected disabilities, showing degree of impairment, type of major disability, 
and monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 1950 









































Total | Tuberculosis 
| | | 
| | | | ; | Per- 
aie aia | ro | "er- | cent | 
Degree of impairment —_ | Average | wp. cent of| of de- Monthly | Average 
Number "aa Monthly monthly; . ~ | total | gree | . salen” | monthly 
total | Value value | tuber- \of im- ame | sCvalue 
‘. culosis| pair- | 
| | | ment | } 
| ! | i 
es 293, 274) 100. 0/$19, 315,905; — $65.86) 44,587) 100.0) 15.2) $3, 290,674) $73. 80 
pis Peake) wie oa 8 FE, ecw, Aelia pee MP co wae see, Bo cP cen 
No disability. ...____. 1, 748) 6} 52, 440 ON RE Pe, RR Be = nr ae 
10 percent._...._.. aa 66,920) 22.8) 1, 203, 535) 19. 33 9! 2) 1} 1,779 19. 55 
2@ percent ; : . 83,723) 2. 6| 3. 725, 983 44.50) 33, 485 75.1} 40.0) 1,941, 307) 57.98 
30 percent ilies . 38,580 13.2) 1,932,818 . 10, 2, 580) 4.8 67 152. 266) 59. 02 
40 percent —_— 23. 628) s 1 1, 539, 393 65.16 1, 583) 3. 5) 4.7 102, 200 64. 56 
50 percent........... 19, 139, 6&5) 17m, 520) 89. 69) 617) 1. 4) 3. 2} 54, 752) SS 74 
@ percent............ | 14, 480 4 9 1, 580, 958) 109. 18) 273) 6 1.9) 29, 552) 108. 25 
| eee 7.936 27) 1,026,885) 129. 40) 218) 5 28 27,158) 124, 58 
80 percent oolniée 4, 670 1 6} 689, 385) 147. 62 77 2 17 10, 798) 10 2B 
90 percent_.__. : 957 3} 166,846) 174.34 33 | 35 5.011} 151.85 
100 percent Sihaiiiese 31,495, 10 7| 5, 591, 192 177.533, 5, 630 12.6) 17.9 065, 851 171. 55 
| | | 
Psychiatric and neurological diseases 
| Other psychiatric 
Total Psychoses | and neurological 
diseases 
; 
*er- 
Degree of impairment | cent of 
| total | Per- 
ipsychi-| cent of A verene | 
Num-| atric |degree| Monthly |~ - thie) Num- Monthly | Num-| Monthly 
ber | and | of im- value — e | ber | value ber value 
neuro-| pair- | ape 
logical) ment | | 
| dis- 
| eases 
FEU SU abr STORE SSEne: ST ST pees RCTS 
Total......... | 51,860! 100.0] 17.7] $4,600,475! $90. 44/11, 060/$1, 529, 050! 40, 791! $3, 161, 425 
a nen es RE _—_ — = — or —— 
No disability... _.- i, % : aa ® eee 
10 percent e 4, 246 8. 2 6. 4 85, 812 20.21) 394) 6,042) 3, 852) 79, 770 
20 percent... we 10,470) 20.2) 12.5} 396,860) 937.91) 151) 5, 846) 0.339) 391, 023 
Se PEI cccccccnce | 6, 667 12.9 17.3) 329, 951 49. 49 222) 7) 6,445 319, 304 
40 percent................| 4,273} 8&2 18.1] 276,652 664.74 449) 3,824) 247,300 
EEO ...| 6,466 12.5 33. 5) 574, 132) 88. 79] 1, 027) 5, 439 485, 352 
60 percent........... | 3,18 6.0) 21.7) 335,087) 106.75) 395) 40,845) 2,744 204, 242 
70 percent......... |} 2,400 4.6 30.2 299, 584) 124. 83 750) . 1, 650) 210, 380 
ll, | 1,504 2.9 32.2 209, 911) 139, 57 91) 12, 567; 1, 413) 197,344 
90 percent.......... * 06 .2 10.0) 16, 391) 170. 74 4 pars 92. 15, 785 
100 percent_........ 12, 599) 24.3 40. 0) 2, 166, 086) 171. 93) 7, 586) 1, 245, aa | 5, 013) 920, 835 
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TaBLe 52.—World War I veterans who were receiving compensation for service- 
connected disabilities, showing degree of impairment, type of major disability, 
and monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 1950—Continued 





| General medical and surgical conditions 





| Pereent of | } 
| total gen- | Percent | Average 


7 

: , | 

Degree of impairment 
| eral medi- of degree Montbly monthly 

| 





Number | ealand | ofim- value 





| | surgical | pairment value 
| conditions | 
Total __. ide pntnneebedebe 196, 827 100.0 | 67.1 $11, 334, 756 | 7. 58 
No disability. ___. i wa 1, 748 0.9 | 100.0 | 52, 440 30. 00 
J) =e ee — 62, 583 31.8 | 93.5 | 1, 205, 944 | 19. 27 
20 percent. . inh . . 39, 768 20.2 47.5 | 1, 387, 757 34. 90 
30 percent... . . 29, 333 14.9 76.0 1, 450, 601 49.45 
40 percent... irae by RS 17,770 9.0 | 75.2 | 1, 160, 541 65. 31 
5O percent.._..__. abtitndetcitaiit F 12, 056 6.1 | 63.0 | 1, 087, 636 90. 22 
60 percent... 11, 068 5.6 76.4 | 1,216,319 | 109. 90 
70 percent. . ro . ; | 5, 318 2.7 | 7.0 | 700,143 | 131. 66 
8O percent. _. - . . ; ‘ 3, O89 1.6 66.1 468, 676 | 151. 72 
90 percent. . meee — . } 82s 4) 86.5 } 145, 444 175. 66 
100 percent... _- . * x 13, 266 6.8 | 42.1 | 2, 459, 255 | 185. 38 
i } 





Nore.— Does not inc ude 2 ‘2 special act cases having a monthly value of $168 and an average monthly value 
of $54 


TaBLe 53.—World War I veterans who were receiving compensation for service- 
connected disabilities, showing those receiving additional compensation for de- 
erik nts, by class Ae dependent, as of June 30, 1959 





- Average 

Class of dependent Number Monthly monthly 

value value 
Total veterans __- ; ee | EAP saa 28, 274 | $19,315, 905 | $65. 86 
Veterans less than 50 percent disabled (no dependency benefit) 214, 597 8, 544, 119° | 39. 81 
Veterans 50 percent or more disabled _- : oan 78,677 | 10,771, 786 | 136. 91 
Without dependents _. ealeaiaens aaa 24, 906 3, 075, 776 123. 30 
les nice dtichabadceenacaonee Chinas 53, 771 | 7, 696, 010 143. 13 
Wife only__. 4 SDR op SR coe 34,004) 4, 727, 746 139. 03 
Wife, child or children. aad 15, 954 2, 385, 070 149. 56 
Wife, child or children, and parent 0 or Parents. F 257 46, 067 179. 25 
Wife, parent or parents tpedegennt 497 | 78, 857 158. 67 
Child or children only i ‘ 1,450 | 198, 318 136. 77 
Child or children and parent or Parents. i weal 71 | 13, 198 185. 89 
Parent or parents only tail <>] 1, 538 | 245, 754 159.79 





Total dependents on whose account additional com- | | 
pensation was being paid (no additional compen- 








sation for children in excess of 3)................-.- 83, 046 | ——— Oe! Nn eee 
i i ee | RETR, "5 0TTETOLS 
Children. .--_. hansen merasteeatictelinicaniatititinliaiids pakenipeels 4) es i] eee 











EL Cason ath bedebaektntbudnsdgndsksetebeescsabencaddeyin 2, 605 |...... nin deiadnereeiicnitde 
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Tasie 54.—World War II and World War I veterans who were receiving pension 
Sor non-service-connected disabilities, showing type of major disability and monthly 
value of awards, as of June 30, 1950 








| World War II World War I 
| | 
Class of disability | | Per- | initials Per- Se 
| Num-| cent | Monthly Fate Num-! cent | Monthly me 
| ber | of | value value? | et | of vaule |Monthly 
total | | vaus total | value 
Total...... ee 27, 046, 100, ol $1, 623,636, $60. 03/225, 475) 100.0 $14,055, 264) $62. 34 
Tuberculosis 8, 148; 30.1 488,892) 60.00) 12,672) 5.6 794,700! 62.71 
Psychiatric and neurological dis- | | | | 
CASS - ples . 10,730, 39.7 643, 860 60.01 38,115) 16.9) 2, 431, 248) 63.79 
ow . 7,219 26.7) 433, 140 60.00) 13,062 53.8 858, 876. 65.75 
Other psychiatric and neuro- | 
logical diseases 3,511, 13.0 210, 720 60.02) 25,053) 11.1) 1, 572,372 62. 76 
General medical and surgical con- 
GND, cdukenebus<ée a 8,168 30.2 490, S84 60. 10174, 688 77.5 10,829, 316 61.99 





TaBie 55.—Spanish-American War veterans who were receiving compensation for 
service-connected disabilities, showing degree of impairment, type of major dis- 
ability, and monthiy value of awards, as of June 30, 1950 








Total Tuberculosis 
Degree of impairment | Per- | Percent | Percent 
Num-}| cent | Monthly a Num-| of total bane! Monthly ae 
ber re value valas ber —- impair- va value 
=f ™ | ment 
anaes | — . - 
Total 570 | 100.0 | = $88,043 | $154. 46 19} 100.0 3.3 | $2,920 | $153.68 
' } 
General laws 5] 9 | 64 12. 80 | : 
Public Law 2, 73d Cong | 565 | 99.1 87,979 | 155.72 19} 100.0) 3.4 2, 920 153. 68 
Degree of impairment | i | 
10 percent 5 | 9 751 15.00 
2) percent a ad leo 
30 percent 8 | 1.4 570 71. 25 
40 percent 2} 49} 2.856! 12.00 
SO percent 4] 24 1, 607 114.79 
60 percent 46 | 8.1 5. 454 118. 57 2 10.5 4 26 | 103. 00 
70 percent 56 9.8 7.095 | 128.70 ‘ 21.1 | 7.2 43% | 108. 50 
80 percent 7) 13.5] 10,395 | 135.00 . | | 
90 percent 8; 1.4] 1,366 | 170.75 | 
100 percent 323 | 56.7 58,561 | 181.30 13 68.4 | 4.0 2, 280 175, 38 
| | 


Norte.—1 oes not include 25 special act cases having a monthly value of $389 and an average monthly 


value per case of $15.56. 
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TaBLe 55.—Spanish-American War veterans who were receiving compensation for 
service-connected disabitities, showing degree of impairment, type of major dis- 
ability , and monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 1950—Continued 


Psychiatric and neurological diseases 


| Other psychi- 
atric and 

neurological 
diseases 


Total | Psychoses 


Degree of impairment 
Percent | | | 
of total | Percent) | | 


‘ | psyehi- | of de- .| Average | yy, } las 4 a 
Num-} atric and | gree of | Monthly monthly |Num-| Monthly} Num-| Monthly 











ber nenro- | impair-| value | value ber value ber value 
| logical men | | | | j 
diseases | | | | 
a = = = | eeicienes ; ion — 
a } | - 
Total... i 100.0 17.0 | $15,352 | $158.27 | 36 | $5,304) 61/ $10,048 
_ ~ - — | —___—__| —__ — }— — | ——— | ——_____} —— -|— - 
General laws 1 1.0 | 20.0 | “4! 14.00} BT 4 
Public Law 2, 73d Cong 06 99.0 17.0 15,338 | 159.77 36! 5,304) 60) 10,034 
Degree of impairment: } | | } 
10 percent a | 
20 percent | is a | | 
30 percent }. j---- . ) — | 
40 percent 2 | YY) a 204 | 102.00 1 102; 1 102 
50 percent 2 2.1] 14.3 | 203 | 101.50 = | 2} 203 
60 percent 7 7.2) 162) 911; 1130.14 1 83 6 | 828 
70 percent 12 12.4) 21.4} 1,483 ; 123.58 | 3 307 ) 1, 176 
80 percent 8 | 82) 10.4) 1,035 | 129.38 | 8 1, 035 
90 percent 1 1.0) 125] 196 196. 00 <a | 1 196 
100 percent m4 66.0 | 19.8 | 11, 306 | 176.66 31 4,812; 33 6, 404 
General medica! and surgical conditions 
%o » 
Degree of impairment Ro bP Prsreeny y | asenthty Average 
Number | medical and | t#ree oF | * ee “wy | monthly 
surgical con- |! Palt- varus value 
} ditions ment | 
Total 454 | 100.0 79.7 $69, 771 | $153. 68 
General laws 4 | oo) 80.0 50 | 12. 50 
Public Law 2, 73d Cong 450 | 99.1 79.6 69, 721 | 154. 94 
Degree of impairment | | | 
10 percent 5 | L3 100.0 75 | 15. 00 
20 percent ‘ = sie 
30 percent | 8 | 1.8 100. 0 570 71. 25 
40 percent 26 | 5.7 92.9 2, 652 | 102. 00 
50 percent 12 | 2.6 85.7 1, 404 117,00 
6 percent 37 | 8.2 80.4 | 4, 337 | 117. 22 
70 percent. 40 | 8.8 71.4 | 5, 178 | 129. 45 
SO percent 69 15.2 | 89.6 9, 360 | 135. 65 
90 percent... 7 1.5 87.5 1, 170 | 167. 14 
100 percent. _ 246 54.2 | 76.2 | 44, 975 182. 83 





Note.— Does not include 25 special act cases having a monthly value of $389 and an average monthly 
value per case of $15.56. 
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Tasie 56.—Spanish-American War veterans who were receiving compensation for 
service-connected disabilities, showing those receiving additional compensation for 
dependents, by class of dependent, as of June 30, 1950 

















Total dependents on whose account additional compensation | 
was being paid. Cus additional aang & for children in | 


Average 
Class of dependents | Number | —-~y monthly 
| | value 
Total veterans. .__._.-- ESS ERLE a 570 $88,043 | $154. 46 
Veterans less than 50 percent disabled. (No dependency benefit)... ...... 46 3, 565 77. 50 
Veterans 50 percent or more disabled_.....-.-. ee ee Fae 524 | 84,478 ‘| 161.22 
IR occa cintattintilisihenatiiiintyiininlinidmastiaiiiibicdd 191 | 29, 196 | 152. 86 
PEED . wanakéncccecusuphersseduscadeshintted>nnativtdiceds | sa e 55, 282 166. OL 
Wife only... aiiiincennnindhagacimasieliendirened seepage 303 | 49,995 | 165.00 
Wife, child or children__. omeqweens eocance] 25; 4,350/ 174.00 
Wife, child or children and parent or parents _ , . esninmaalaal 1 273 | 273. 00 
Wife, parent or parents. _.......................--- eee ee a PT ae 
Child or children only - ................-...- 0 <a anrunmiel 2 357 | 178. 50 
Child or children — | a. or Autre dnivan didi imduataseel 1 139 | 139. 00 
Parent or parents only. - eS a eae | 1 168 | 168. 00 
——————= ; 
| 
' 





excess of 3)... .. Sara GE Monee ois 

— ae _ — SS —————EE 

Wives. __.. ae ee Se EE oe Nee ee ee 

i rs ee Se ee FR ee a eee Ee Se 

Parents. ._. higdiiinscushdsaeadellinliibincetlitiind acai de RES ee | are eee ae 
| 


TABLE 57.—Spanish-American War veterans who were receiving pensions for age 
or for non-service-connected disabilities, showing monthly value of awards, as of 
June 30, 1950 








Av 
_ ae . Percent of | Monthly - 
Status of pensions | Number total «=| Cs value — y 
i e 
ee pene sewsceooonswd j 91, 389 100.0 $8, 385, 695 $01. 76 
Public Law 2, 73d Cong............ Lie oT t)| 6a ee ae 
oy ae , scencasenenegneooennenannnl | 26 (') 390 | 15. 00 
For disability -.- , scouudeddilibenetd sates 281 .3 19, 320 | 68. 7! 
EE eS 2 Eee 92082; «=. 9.7 | 8 365,985! 91.85 
For age eee a 53, 522 58.6 | 4,708,416 | 89. 65 
For disability pusenes | 37, 560 41.1 3, 567, 569 | OH Ys 
Degree of impairment | 
hie TES ) (‘) 249 27. 67 
hy — ‘ } 8 | (*) 274 | 34. 25 
4... PCE & 140 | 1 6, 928 | 4949 
BYY ee o a 7 | 43, 266 | 71.6 
Totally disabled - - ensitaptiininianninn 36, 799 40.3 | 3,516, 852 | 95. 57 
' i 





1 Less than 0.05 percent. 
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TaBLe 58.—Regular Establishment veterans who were receiving compensation for 
service-connected disabilities, showing degree of impairment, type of major dis- 
ability, and monthly value of awards, as ef June 30, 1950 


Potal Puberculosi 














Devree of impair Percent Pereent 

rage of of ve us 

thent Nun Percent) Monthly Average Num of te Month! A verag 

ber total in monthly nes total gree of lue | Monthly 

oe value tuber impair en value 

ulosis ment 
| >. 
| otal 53. 337 in $2. 814, 34 $52, SH ae) 1 7.4 S34 7s S04, “7 
| 10 percent - WY, 441 11. 96 w s 2 l 11.70 
2) percent 11.2 143, 030 23. 92 134 " 2.2 2, 9265 21.84 
30 percent 19.7 yy, GLE tS. 16 ww ) 4.117 x 
| 4) percent ri Sit 53.85 ' 1.4 1.4 2, is. SO 
) percent 24, 307 os. oO | ) ° q 72 70. 12 
© percent 234, 746 Sf), 27 il 2 14 S515 
70 percent 22 35 Ol. 54 nu f 6, 706 “7.19 
SL percent 2 76, 581 17. 82 4 1.1 6.8 1, 922 11. 86 
90 percent 5, 254 152. 54 l ) 141 141.00 
100 percent S, 4 aw) 5 141. 15 2, 22 Hi] 26. 1 %, S22 158. 02 
Psychiatric and neurological diseases 
Other psychiatric 
ot Psychose ind neurological 
diseases 


Devree of impair 


ment 

Num 

ber 

Potal 12, 20 
10 percent 2, 979 
20 percent t20 
30 percent 2, 432 
40 percent S.5 
50 percent 1,310 
60 percent__. IST 
70 percent wid 
SO percent 158 
¥0 percent ’ 
100 percent . 5, OOS 


Percent 
of total Percent 
psychi- of de- Monthl Average 
atric and | gree of — “ad monthly 
neuro- impair- saa value 
logical ment 
Liseases 
x 224 $845, 100 sou. 2 
24 ¥ 12.06 
2. ¢ A 24. 28 
Y 23.2 wi. 14 
2 10.2 44.24 
0.7 1 67. 04 
2 14.2 S3. 74 
4 46.5 ¥3. SS 
a4 113. 72 
¥. 0 161, 22 
‘ 43.1 137. 14 


Degree of impairment 


Total.. 


10 percent 
20 percent 
30 percent 
40 percent 
5O percent 
60 percent 
70 percent 
80 percent 
90 percent. 
100 percent 


Number 





General medics 


Percent of 
total general | 
medical and 
surgical con- 

ditions 


100.0 
36.8 


14.9 
19.4 


thw 


Num- | Monthly) Num 
ber value ber 
is S458, 5) 68S 
su4 10, 843 > is 
23 55S 207 
67s 24, 423 1,74 
2y 1, 423 to4 
631 41,142 674 
ts OLS $44 
138 30, GUS 126 
522 153 
u 
> ASD 336, 57S 1, OS! 


ul and surgical conditions 


Percent of 


degree of Monthly 
impair- value 
ment 

69.7 $1,578,355 
s1.Y 163, 165 
92.4 132, 335 
68.9 281, 903 
88.4) 180, 883 | 
4.2 101, 517 
83.5 197, 145 
47.5 62, 870 
68.9 53, 691 
wWw.0 13, 62 
30.8 391, 184 





} Less than 0.05 percent. 


Note.— Does not include 428 special act cases having a monthly 


value per case of $16.54. 


84173-—51 





5 


Monthils 
valu 


Average 
monthly 
value 


$42. 46 


23. 95 
39. 06 
54.47 
70. 16 
86. 73 
109. 91 
119. 85 
151. 80 
149. 42 


value of $7,078 and an average monthly 
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TABLE 59.—Regular Establishment veterans who were receiving compensation for 
service-connected disabilities, showing those receiving additional compensation for 
dependents, by class of dependent, as of June 30, 1950 


Average 


Class of dependent Number Monthly monthly 
value value 
Total veterans 33, 337 $2, 819, 340 $52. 86 
Veterans less than 50 percent disabled No dependency 
benefit %, 887 O44, 763 25. 6 
. 

Veterans 50 percent or more disabled 16, 450 1, 874, 577 113. 9 
Without dependents 6, 873 687, 483 100. 03 
With dependents 9, 577 1, 187, 094 123. 95 

Wife onl¥ 4, 152 369, 142 117.11 
Wife, child or children 4,533 575, 316 126. 92 . 
Wife, child or children and parent or parents 113 16, 584 146. 76 
Wife, parent or parents 117 15, 861 135. 56 
Child or children only 345 63, 791 117. 05 
Child or children and parent or parents il 5, 786 141. 12 
Parent or parents only 1, O76 140, 614 130. 68 


otal dependents on whose account additional 
compensation was being paid. (No additional 


compensation for children in excess of 3) 19, 332 
Wives 7, 915 
Children », 787 
Parents 1, 630 


TABLE 60.—Age groups of World War II, World War I, Regular Establishment, 


and Spanish-American War veterans who were receiving compensation or pension 
henefits, as of June 30, 1950 


; ’ Regular Spanish- 
Age groups wat ; wat Establish- | A merican 
. ment War | 

Average age 32.8 57.7 40. 2 73.8 | 

Total veterans 1, 701,019 520, 925 53, 765 91, O84 
Under 20 19 345 
20 to 24 83, 613 &, 691 
25 to 29 M1, 004 4, 151 
wD to M1, 285 8,113 
35 to 39 299, 232 6,110 
) to 44 189, 780 5, 592 
45 to 49 *, 705 1, 600 7,040 
) to M4 26, O78 124, 388 5, 580 
55 to 59 4, 703 237, 583 2, 657 
0 to 4 1,974 127, 388 2, 518 | 147 
65 to 69 474 19, 948 1, 98 | 8, 420 
70 to 74 82 7, 159 606 ®), 587 
75 to 79 6 2,035 198 | 25, 624 
Ss) to S4 ‘ #52 146 | 6, 040 
85 to 89 150 | 62 | 1,013 
@) to 1” 18 | 143 
95 and over 2 10 


1 Includes Reserve or temporary officers in receipt of retirement pay 
2 Includes emergency, provisional, probationary, or temporary officers in receipt of retirement pay. 
3} Average based on |-year age group of veterans 
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Taste 61.—Terminations of compensation or pension disability awards, showing 
reason for termination, during fiscal year 1950 





World War IT World War I Spanish- 
4 ‘TIC: 
—-—-- — - —__—_—/American) regular 
War serv- ie 
ice-con Estab- 
Reason for terminatior . . “ ~ | lishment 
Service- Non- Service Non- nected service 
service- service- and non- 


connecte . ~eted -ornnected 
onnected connected wonnected| service- (COM? 


connected 


connected 


> - 


rotal 72, 431 4, 828 6, 610 22, 372 7,918 2, 112 


Claimant reenlisted or recalled to active 


service 3, 427 2 !] 15 ‘I 
Death of veteran 5, 466 1,34 4,778 14, O18 7, 185 “4 
Disability less than 10 percent - 40, 762 i 221 : 439 
Disability less than permanent total : 926 1,198 |_. ‘ 

Estate in excess of $1,500 2, 187 640 “4 2, 978 370 333 
Further payments not desired 1, 982 35 29 67 3 | 47 
Income provision 378 , 1, 633 

Misconduct 14 3 3 6 . ; 
Service-connection severed 2, 809 22 ee a 
Veteran in receipt of other benefits 134 29 74 51 52 30 
Miscellaneous ! 15, 150 960 910 2, 406 | 308 42 


! Includes temporary terminations. 


TABLE 62.— World War II deceased veterans whose dependents were receiving com- 
pensation on account of service-connected death or pension on account of non- 
service-connected death of the veteran, showing class of beneficiary, total dependents 
and monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 1950 





Service-connected Non-service-connected 
Class of beneficiary 
Num- | Monthly | A¥emee | Num- | Monthly | Average 
hes value monthly three value monthly 
value value 
! - 

Total cases , ‘ 253,088 $20, 437,373 $80.77 10,926 $515, 467 $47.18 
Widow alone : 19, 101 1, 419, 334 74.31 1, 869 78, 331 41. 91 
Widow and children . ‘i 27,620 | 3,166,073 114. 63 5, 811 346, 067 50, 55 
Widow, children, and mother dati 5, 428 943, 706 ft ) = ee . ; 
Widow, children, and father . S 1, 183 198, 494 167. 79 
Widow, children, mother, and father 3, 866 493, 283 179. 33 |-- 

Widow and mother . ~ 4,415 587, 991 133. 18 |.- 

Widow and father - woaes 915 120, 203 131. 47 

Widow, mother, and father Siaite 2,350 335, 161 | 142. 62 |. : 
Children alone tak - 30, 141 1, 997, 129 66. 26 3, 246 91, 069 28. 06 
Children and mother 7, 338 O82, 504 125. 35 |-- 

Children and father nid 1, 560 195, 208 125. 19 os 7 
Children, mother, and father i 5, 565 748, 636 134. 53 

Mother alone ‘ : 69, 848 4, 141, 136 59. 29 |. 

Father alone. _.._.-.-. , stl = 14, 761 862, 758 58.45 |. i 

Mother and father 58, 447 4, 045, 076 69. 21 - . 

Total dependents : 434,607 _. ete ecinicasieaneniia a ae ‘ diet 
Widows —— 4 7, 680 ee, eee 
Children _. ao 16, 468 
Mothers nile 





Fathers 
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TaBLe 63.—World War II deceased veterans whose dependents were receiving 
compensation on account of service-connected death or pension on account of non- 
service-connected death of the veteran, showing total dependents and average monthly 
value per case, at the end of each fiscal year, 1942-50 


Average 
Deceased ‘4 , monthly 
veterans value per 


Dependents 








Total Widows Children Parents case 
Fiscal = _ 
year 
. Non- Non- Non- Non- | Non- 
perv ice service-| pervice- serv ice- SeTvice- ery ice 
. service- serv ice- Serv ice serv ice- . serv ice- 
cor . con- con : con- con- con con- con con- —, con- 
nected nected nected nected nected nected nected nected nected | necte nected 
10% 10,926 454,607 24,148 | 64,878 7,680 (123, 32 16,468 (246,404 | $80. 77 $47.18 
1M4y 53! 7, 868 17,255 | 69, 624 5,846 120,192 11,409 |237,700 | 80.06 47. 85 
194s 236, 514 4,548 10,320 | 8Y, 328 3,849 110, 760 6,471 (213, 765 a6. 60 48. 43 
1947 223, 54 2, O53 4,255 (107, 760 1,74) 108, 447 2.465 186, 50S 70. 68 49. 66 
MO 180, 215 725 1,547 | 95,073 633 | 80, 757 914 141, 990 58. 40 41.62 
194! 4, 465 li 319 | 52, 662 153 38, 344 166 | 60,954 5s. 19 41. 57 
1944 27, 835 ‘ 13, 872 8,473 22 i. 77 
104 8, 136 1, 44 116 7, 34 48.42 
we 1133 fis 313 1.091 12. 43 


TABLE 64. 


World War 


pensation on account of service-connceted death or 





account of 


/ decease d veterans whose de pe ndents were receit ting com- 
pension on 


non- 


service-connected death of the veteran, showing class of beneficiary, total dependents 
30, 1950 





and monthly value of awards, as of June 


Service-connected 





Non-ser vice-connected 


Class of beneficiary Monthh Average Monthl Average 
Number oa > | monthly! Number * — “Y  monthly 
vo value varus value 
lotal cases 65,758 | $4, 730, 433 $71.94 218, 352 | $9, 783, 698 $44.51 
Widow alone 26, 64 1, 905, S61 74. 88 136, 459 5, 730, 959 42.00 
Widow and children 3, 75 446, 116 118. 87 58, 419 3, 405, 180 58. 29 
Widow, children, and mother 111 19, 325 174.10 
Widow, children, and father , 16 : 178. 25 _ 
Widow, children, mother, and father 7 223. 86 
Widow and mother 1, 161 134. 56 
Widow and father 2u4 134.44 
Widow, mother, and father 118 144. 29 
Children alone 1, 476 67. 36 23, 474 647, 550 27. 59 
Children and mother 74 22. 91 } 
Children and father 7 124. 86 
Children, mother, and father ll 136. 73 
Mother alone 23, S00 59. SO 
Father alone 5, 449 59. 72 | 
Mother and father 2, 907 203, 113 69. 87 | 
= = = —x—— = — ——— 
Potal dependents 77, 210 | 332,852 } 





Widows. .. F 32, 034 | 194,878 amemens 
Children... 8, 258 137, 974 |_. piped 
Mothers... - NAS aellce sngindasiaitlaie 
rctinndisacucntnditinénetmncndeni’ 8, 729 - SOEs REE OS 
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TaBLE 65.—World War I deceased veterans whose dependenis were receiving com- 
pensation on account of service-connected death or pension on account of non-service- 
connected death of the veteran, showing total dependents and average monthly value 
per case, at the end of each fiscal year, 1923-50 






































Dependents Average 
Deceased —— ee lt LS monthly 
veterans | value per 
Total Widows Children Parents case 
Fiscal a ee Cee eee ees 
aad /N /N N N IN 
s on- . on- rine.| NOM- jo...) Non- stint iaq.| Non- 
nag | service-| nary — | ser vice- wy ser vice- — service- w"9g pg service- 
con- con- con- j | con- 
nected | nectec i nected | ‘nected nected | nected | nected | nected nected nected | nected 
| | Sey Fars RN 
65, 758 |218,352 | 77. 210 |332, 852 | 32,034 /194,878 | 8, 258 |137,974 | 36, 918 | § $71. 94 | $44.81 
68, 809 |200, 137 | 81. 388 1314, 247 | 31,975 |179,693 | 8,854 /134,554 | 40, 559 .19| 45.34 
74. 400 |178, 226 | 90,013 |301, 295 | 29,809 |160, 419 | 10, 274 |140, 876 | 49, 930 | 9.52} 46.46 
76. 760 154, 717 | 94 336/280, 846 29, 269 1141, 376 | 11,536 (130,470 | 53,531 | 50.24) 47.81 
81,091 |1.8, 698 |101, 848 |238. 726 | 30,741 |117, 921 | 13, 471 |120, 805 | 57,636 | 49.70 | 39.92 
84,416 | 77,584 |108. 184 |148, 359 | 30,560 | 73,265 | 16,012 | 75,004 | 61,612) 49.78) 40.91 
87, 566 | 26.697 |114, 417 | 53, 161 | 30,581 | 23.028 | 18 244 | 30,133 | 65,502} 49.90 | 33.92 
89,925 | 26,441 |120,317 | 53,809 | 30,728 | 22,817 | 20,869 | 30,992 | 68,720! 46.87) 34.15 
94,171 | 24,349 |130, 361 | 52,358 | 30,642 | 20,814 | 25,790 | 31,544 | 73,929 46.64) 34.64 
96, 833 | 22,010 |137, 038 | 49,469 | 30,509 | 18,728 | 29,267 | 30,741 | 77,282 | 46.53 35. 08 
99,479 | 17, 524 |143, 602 | 41, 181 | 20,947 | 14,949 | 32,576 | 26,232 | 81,079) 46.49 | 35. 60 
90, 12, 220 |146, 989 | 29,856 | 20,070 | 10,356 | 35,521 | 19,500 | 82,308 | 44.27 29. 21 
195,118 | 7,422 /142, 292 | 18,443 | 28,135 | 6,024 | 37,378 | 12,419 | 76,779 | 38.12) 29.62 
99,082 | 5, 050 |148, 238 12,754 | 28,244 | 4,149 | 38,863 | 8,605 | 81,121} 29.26| 29.42 
99,659 | 2.904 |150,837 | 7,625 | 27,512} 2,531 | 30,948 | 5,004 | 83,377 | 29.34 29.71 
| 99,304 | 1,970 |151, 588 | 4,980 | 26,456 | 1,741 | 39,157 | 3,248 | 85,975 | 29.00 | 29.93 
.| 99, 229 | 150, 881 26, 090 |. 30, 314 |._.-. 85,477 | 28.09 |...._.. 
| 98, 628 | 149, 975 24, 757 |. i. oe 87,447 | 28.04 
| 97, 448 148, 016 |_..___- | 23,961 |..... 36, 565 |... 87,490 | 27.98 
| 93, 334 141, 250 22, 843 |. | 34, 700 |... 83,707 | 27.90 
90. 954 | 136, 163 |....... 21, 754 |..... | 82, 765 | 81.644! 27.56 |. 
87, 668 |... ~ (yee 20, 643 | } 30, 168 |. 79,327 | 27.46 | 
85, 634 |........ 125, 305 |....... teen | 27,314 78,821 | 27.33 |. 
827 120, 487 18, 565 |. 25, 172 |. 76,750 | 27.24 
78, 881 113, 542 |... (2? 4 aeaeee | 22° 976 | 73.010 | 27.03 
65, 056 |........  ¢ 7 ane 16, 346 |.......- Oo >) em | 57, 284 | 0 |... 
i | ee orem |.....<. 14, 447 |.....-. 17, 396 |..... 50,198 | 25.58 |__...._. 
aa 78, 234 | Hay. 2 14, 809 |....._.. 15, 854 |. 47,571 | 25. 66 | seeaicy 
| | 








1 Adjusted. 


TasBLe 66.—Spanish-American War deceased veterans whose dependents were 
receiving compensation on account of service-connected death or pension on account 
of non-service-connected death of the veteran, showing class of beneficiary, total 
dependents and monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 1950 





























Service-connected Non-service-connected 
j rat a Si EG, a ERT Been dese. 
Class of beneficiary | 

¢ ! | Average . | Average 

Number | -——~y | monthly | Number | | stony | monthly 

| value | value 

' ' | 
=§ ee) | - | -—-- daneinennppistmnesi-aghominnunsannsiniaseeliatita detest 

Total cases. ...........------ | 1,150} $86,965 | $75.03 | 78,401 | $3, 945, 702 | $49.05 
Widow alone._-_. ‘ 1,074 } 80, 487 74.94 75, 606 3, 691, 443 48. &2 
Widow and children ithe 25 | 2,825/ 113.00) 1, 698 99, 153 58. 39 

Widow and father__._.._.______._-. 1 | 135 135. 00 Te pepe 
Children alone hat 11 | 638 58. 00 1, 097 55, 196 50.32 

Mother alone... ___. Ra 43 | 2, 580 60.00 | _- ise <iilaaeaemeaa 

Father alone________- : > 5 | 300 60. 00 et 

Total dependents. _............. =a . 81, 303 

SS ~esebanen cb datnesaasdibatcuocne 77, 304 pb nnihenamhimaenns lot 

0 ere ees —) a —  ) See ST chestiginetanig 

RL sicicyiinesescbsiiniiienietere-tnskandicnsinidi MESS Se ee eS Neer 
Serer | AE ee SR Se See 

















Nore.— Does not include 64 special act cases having a muniiey value of $1,4 439 and an average monthly 
value per case of $22.45 being paid to 47 widows, 13 children, and 4 parents. 
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TABLE 67.—Spanish- American War deceased veterans whose dependents were receiv- 
ing compensation on account of service-connected death or pension on account of 
non-service-connected death of the veteran, showing totai dependents and average 
monthiy value per case, at the end of ea each we fsens year, 1936-50 








! 
Dependents Average 
| Deceased i a ot A monthly 
veterans } value per 
Total Widows | Children Parents, case 
. x ee SEE FR PSE Bie TS ie Tee ee ae 
year | ‘ : , 
| Service- A Service- | Now Service-) service Ser ice-| | io ice-| |Bervice-|Serv ice-, —_— 
ected | con- | nected | “con | oeaed ” con- ted | 22°. | necte “d | voted | con: 
j Mected | nected | MECH | nected nected | nected | | nee | nected | | Mected | neotec | nected 
| i 
¥ ; 
1950 _ . 1, 159 | 78, 401 1,193 | 81, 308 1, 100 77, 304 | 44 3, 999 49 | $75.03 | $49.05 
1949. 1,199 | 77,365 | 1,240 | 80, 421 1,127 | 76, 290 | 48 4,131 65 | 74.76, 49.15 
1s. : 1,205 | 76,043 | 1,241 | 79,845 1, 138 | 75, 022 47 | 4, 823 56 | 59.96) 49.29 
17 1,212 | 73,766 | 1,261 | 77,601 1,093 | 72, 584 56 | 5, 017 112 59.97 | 41.07 
1046. 1,212 | 71,727 | 1,261 | 75,458 1,093 | 70, 580 | 56) 4,878 112} 49.78! 36.47 
1945. 1,210 | 70,640 | 1,272 | 74,832 | 1,044 | 69, 384 | 6 | 5448 160 | 49.71 | 35.85 
lott 1, 225 | 65, 719 1,204 | 69, 308 1,040 | 64, 119 75 | 5,279 179 | 49.57 | 33.02 
1943. 1, 237 | 63,034) 1,305 | 66,610 1,013 | 61, 254 7 | 5, 356 215 | 44.35 3.2 
142 1, 278 | 61, 536 1,357 | 65, 640 1,017 | 50, 645 | 89) 5,995 251 44.21 30. 34 
141. 1,302 | 59,200 | 1,410 | 64,031 992 | 57, 204 | 124 | 6,827 294 | #33.52 | 30.41 
Iwo 1,325 | 56,337 | 1,429) 61, 767 982 | 54, 306 | 109 | 7, 461 338 | 33.06) 30.50 
1939 1,483 | 54,339 | 1,600 | 60,523 | 1,025 | 52,281 | 122) 8,242 453 | 32.15) 30.60 
1938 1,523 | 51,759 | 1,648 | 58,963 | 1,000 | 49, 522 | 130, 9,441 | 518 | 31.61 | 30.69 
1987 1,550 | 48,664) 1,665 | 56, 544 969 | 46, 528 121 | 10,016 | 575 | 31.10 30.83 
1936. 1,813 | 46,974 | 1,929 | 58,619 | 1,016 | 44,856 | 120 | 13, 763 793) 2972) 30.93 
' ' | ' i 














Norte.—Special act cases not included. 


TasBLe 68.—Regular Establishment deceased veterans whose dependents were receiv- 
ing compensation on account of service-connected death of the veteran, showing 
class of beneficiary, total dependents, and monthly value of awards, as of June 30, 
1950 














Average 
Class of beneficiary Number | —— monthly 
| | value 
Total cases............ PRE eer Or oe 17,337 | $1, 163, 226 | $67.09 
Widow alone______......... dite snc entainnssiabeendnasts 5,063 | 309, 246 | 61. 08 
Widow and children.......................-. iheaeniihtiag ean 2, 4a4 255. O51 102. 68 
Widow, children, and mother. emia peadbasl 264 | 39, 27 154. 63 


w idow, NE 1 aS SS ree Santi 
Widow, children, mother, iE Re crttebccunccrantese, 
Widow and mother. . : : oie 
Widow and father __ ‘ a: eas 
Widow, mother, and father__- iededaeebdewmnde 
Children alone . re ae am 
Children and mother... ee sie date ie 
Children and father BSAA I) CITT 
Children, mother, and father_. Eee id Sale Peas 
Mother alone... : . 
Father alone : - eke <— 
Mother and father ppicidlanatedilpsiitieps dévetiailidere 


Total dependents........- EET LP ME pase} 


Widows.... ; ae ans -anenel 
Children. _.. . RE i A ATLE Se TE atone 
Mothers... o¢auddetannene dcnteaeitendieiee Lote 

Fathers. __-_. suscusinueanedae ibaa nbhncomemaias 








Norte.— Does not include 133 special act cases having a monthly value of $4,261 and an average monthly 
value per case of $32.04 being paid to 115 widows, 3 children, and 15 parents, 
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TaBLe 69.—Regular Establishment deceased veterans whose dependents were receiv- 
ing compensation on account of service-connected death of the veteran, showing 
total dependents and average monthly value per case, at the end of each fiscal year, 
1936-50 








| Dependents Average 
aa | Deceased | ‘ < ee monthly 

Fiscal year | veterans | vilue 

Total | Widows | Children! Parents | per case 
1950 ; | 47,337| 26,619/ 8356) 7,561) 10,722/ $67.09 
1949 _..--| 15,014] 21,907/ 7,124] 5,685| 9,098/ 63.06 
1948 a” ee 18,693 | 5,952 | 4,696 | 8, 045 | 39. 49 
1947 Ate < 18,695 | 6.166) 4,823 7,706 39. 98 
1446 : | 13, 562 19,477 | 6,424) 5,025/ 8028 38.39 
1945 | 13,410 19.754) 6,314] 5,433/ 98,007 | 38. 16 
1944 - cotentet Tae 19,961 | 6,288; 5,561) 8112 38.09 
1943___. ; | 13,365) 20,179 | 6,279) 5.795) 8,105 34. 90 
1942 ‘ ------| 11,595 | 18,348} 5, 901 6,042 | 6, 405 25. 47 
1941 ‘ i 10, 426 16,560} 5,514) 5,853} 5,193 24, 88 
1940... Sl] oer | aaz2 | a7. 56s | 4, 650 25. 07 
1939 PORES : i 8,010 | 14, 428 4, 796 5,374 | 4,253 | 25. 20 
1938 é ; anal 8,186 | 13, 243 | 4,371 | 4,986 | = 3, 886 24. 61 
1937 : 7.534 | 12,209) 4,050! 4,560! 3,609 24. 63 
1936 Bae eb ess eis ig he cate 6, 519 10.583 | 3, 366 3,992 | 3,225 24. 98 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Norte.—Special act cases not included. 


TABLE 70.— Terminations of compensation or pension death awards, showing reason 
for termination, during fiscal year 1950 


| World War I World War I Spanish- 
A meric 40) Regular 
| War Estab- 
Reason for termination oe 
} 


Service. | _ Non- Serviee- Non- connected a 
connected} S®FVice- | onnected|  Service- and nO: |connected 
| connected | jconnected| service- 
| | | -ounected 
| | 

Total F 16, 782 | 1, 582 | 5,056 | 25,374 | 3, 903 | 1, 183 

| 7 — | - —— 

Child not in widow's custody becomes of | 

age or disconti.ses school | 606 80 | 386 5, lo7 235 tal 
Child not ia widow's custody marries 117 6 69 | 567 | 8 | 2 
Death of payee | 5, O70 | 3! 4, 099 2, GSO | 3, 203 475 
Mother or father no loager dependent 4 ee 3! s 

Income provision wer | 304 ; 7,96 | 3 
Widow rema:ries ; ; 6, 166 | 579 246 2, S45 | 357 S24 
Miscellaneous !._._. : : | 4, 005 572 225 6, 176 87 16 

' 





1 Includes temporary terminations. 
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TasB.Le 71.—Emergency, provisional, probationary, or temporary officers of World 
War I receiving retirement pay, as of June 30, 1950 





| | 
| Total | Full retirement pay | Partial retirement pay 
Branch of service and | | 





ary rad rank at time | j | 



























































| | | 
of discharge from serv- Averag Average | Average 
; Num-| N h | - 
ice —y ——— monthly Nam- — monthly my —<—y monthly 
value | value | value 
POE A PRE ESE Cee” i——| Tee 
Total. ............. 2, 174 | $357, 861 | $164.61 |2, 162 | $357, 310 | | $165. 27 | 12 $551 | $45. 92 
SS i ——__—_} = 
Total, Army__...-. 2,105 | 346,364 | 164.54 [2,093 | 345, 813 | 165.22 | 12 | 551 | 45.92 
Colonel. .._. ...| 6| 2,995] 33250} 6] 1,995 | Sa RE Se 
Lieutenant colonel ---| 21) 65937) 282.71 21 5,937 | 282.71 |... .| ‘ 
Major. ......... --| 14 | 26,128 | 220.19] 113) 26,062) 230.64) 1 /| 66 66.00 
Captain. | 502) 92491 | 18425] 497) 92.329] 185.77) 5 | 162/ 32.40 
First lieutenant... __- --.| 843 | 132,396 | 157.05 | 838 | 132,124 | 157. 67 | 5 | 72 | 54. 40 
Second lieutenant ........ 619 | 87,417 | 141.22 | 618 | 87,366 | 141.37) 1 51 51.00 
Total, Navy....... 4) 9107 | 168.65) 54) 9,107 | 168.65 |... __| i A 
Commander... .......... | 2 542 | 271.00) 2 542 | 271.00 | 
Lieutenant commander 1] 217| 217.00; 1 | 217 | 217.00 | 
Lieutenant ; 16 2,969 | 185.56 / 16 2,969 | 185.56 | 
Lieutenant (jg)..........| 24 3,841 | 160.04 24 | 3,841 | 160.04 sani 
Ensign. .__.. 1 1,538 | 139.82) 11 | 1,538 |_139.82 |..--- ‘a 
Total, Marine ri ie ""% a af ier #4 a = oa a aa 
ee 15 | 2300) 159.33) 15} 2,390 | 159. 33 |...... ae ee 
Captain ' 5 | as2 | 176.40 5 | >. ] =e eee 
First lieutenant shame 8 1,238 | 154.75 | 8) f§ 3 | 3} a eer | 
Second lieutenant... _. _. 2 270 | 135.00 | 2 270 | 135.00 |...... , 





TaBLe 72.—Retired officers of the Army of the United States (except Regulars) 
receiving retirement pay as of June 30, 1950 





| Total | Full retirement pay = Partial retirement pay 








Military rank at time of | 
Ave elu um-| Monthly “Verage 


ae 
discharge from service seas} Monthly AY 7] seas | Monthly lan 




















- - mon . y| monthy 
ber value value ber value co | ber | value | valine 
| 
| | | 
Total so, 734 \ 157, 179 |$200. 34 bo, 725 ‘$6. 154i, 880 |$200. 39 | y $299 $33. 22 
General......- |} 19 8, 121 | 427.42 199} 8,121 | 497.42 |... J... a ever 
Colonel. _.. 113 | 410 406 | 36874] 1,013 | 470,404 | 368 74 as sindbcotaeale 
Lieuteiant colonel. | 2.456 747, 208 | 394.24 | 2.456 | 747, 208 | 304.24 |......}..... |------ 
Major 4, 505 | 1, 132, 4°3 | 246.44 | 4.594 | 1,132, 280 | 246.47 1 133 | 133.00 
Captaia 8,990 | 1, 735, 121 193.0! | 8, 980 1, 735, O83 |} 193.02 1 38 38. 00 
First lieutenant 9, 122 | 1,474,803 | 161.68 j 9,119 | 1,474,717 | 161.72 | 3 86 | 2. 67 
Second lieutenant 3, 383 483,634 | 142.96 | 3,379 | 483, 592 143. 12 | 4 42, 0.580 
Warrant officer 1, 056 165,475 | 156.70 1, 056 | 165, 475 | 156.70 |......]..-.- - wail 
| | | 








Mr. Donouve. We will hear from the representatives of the four 
veterans’ organizations. First the testimony of Mr. Donald C. Knapp 
of the Veterans’ Administration. 





ee ea eee ee 











INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION 683 


STATEMENT OF DONALD C. KNAPP ON BEHALF OF G. H. BIRDS- 
ALL, ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF LEGISLATION; L. A. 
LAWLOR, OFFICE OF LEGISLATION; DR. W. B. DYESS, CHIEF, 
CLAIMS STATISTICS SERVICE; M. F. HALL, VETERANS’ CLAIM 
SERVICE. 


Mr. Knapp. I am appearing this morning in the absence of Mr. 
Birdsall, who is on official business out of the City. 

I have with me Mr. L. A. Lawlor, also of the Office of Legislation; 
Dr. W. B. Dyess, Chief of the Claims Statistics Service; and Mr. 
M. F. Hall, representing the Veterans’ Claim Service. 

You have, I believe, Mr. Chairman, inserted in the record the 
Veterans’ Administration report on H. R. 1083. That is typical of 
the several bills now before the committee. With your permission, 
I will follow the report on that bill. 

H. R. 1083 proposes that— 
all monthly rates of compensation and pension payable to veterans and their de- 
penne. and to dependents of deceased veterans which are payable’ under any 
aws or regulations administered by the Veterans’ Administration are hereby 
increased by 15 per centum: Provided, That such increase shall not apply to 
subsistence allowances payable under Public Laws 16 and 346, Seventy-eighth 
Congress, as amended. 

The bill, if enacted, would authorize an increase of 15 percent in 
the rate of compensation or pension payable to veterans and depend- 
ents of deceased veterans of the Mexican War, Indian wars, Civil 
War, Spanish-American War, including the Boxer Rebellion and 
Philippine Insurrection, World War I, World War II, and of peace- 
time service. 

It does not appear that the bill contemplates an increase in other 
than cases having entitlement under public laws. If the bill is in- 
tended to cover cases having entitlement under private laws, it should 
be clarified in this respect. 

The majority of cases now on the rolls are receiving compensation 
and pension under Public, No. 2, Seventy-third Congress, as amended, 
and the Veterans Regulations issued pursuant thereto, and the bill, 
if enacted, would increase the monthly rates of disability compensa- 
tion for service-connected conditions prescribed by paragraph II, 
part I, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended. 

The basic rates under this paragraph were last increased by Public 
Law 339, Ejighty-first Congress, October 10, 1949. The proposed 
increases in the present rates are shown in a table contained in our re- 
port. I will not repeat all of them, but they range from the present 
10-percent rate of $15, increased to $17.25, to the 100-percent total 
disability rate which is at present $150 and would be increased to 
$172.50. 

If the disabled person has suffered the anatomical loss or loss of use 
of one foot, or one hand, or blindness of one eye, having only light 
perception, the above basic rates are increased by $42. Rates 
ranging from $240 to $360 per month are provided for the loss or loss 
of use of two or more extremities, certain degrees of blindness, com- 
binations of such disabilities, and total deafness in combination with 
total blindness. Under the provisions of the bill, the $42 rate would 
be increased to $48.30, and the other rates would be increased from 
$276 to $414, respectively. 
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Section 1 of Public Law 877, Eightieth Congress, July 2, 1948, as 
amended by Public Law 339, Eighty first Congress, October 10, 1949, 
provides additional compensation on account of dependents in the 
case of a veteran having a disability incurred in or aggravated by 
service as provided in part I, or paragraph I (c), part Il of Veterans 
Regulation No. | (a), as amended, who is rated at not less than 50 
percent. 

The report also contains a table showing the increases in these 
additional allowances for dependents that would be effected by the bill. 

At this point I might mention that this particular benefit, under 
Public Law 877, as amended, is currently the subject of other bills 
pending before the committee, and was the subject of a hearing before a 
subcommittee yesterday contemplating a reduction or a liberalization 
of the present disability requirement as a basis for additional 
allowances. 

As indicated, the law now requires that the veteran be at least 50 
percent disabled. If and while the veteran is rated partially disabled, 
but not less than 50 percent, the additional compensation authorized 
on account of dependents is in an amount having the same ratio to 
the amount provided for total disability as the degree of disability 
bears to the total disability. The pending bills on this subject would 
liberalize the requirement so as to authorize additional allowances for 
all veterans with dependents who are receiving compensation in any 
amount, proportionate to the degree of disability from 10 to 100 
percent. 

H. R. 1083, if enacted, would also increase the rates for service- 
connected disability under the World War Veterans’ Act, 1924, as 
restored with limitations by Public, No. 141, Seventy-third Congress, 
March 28, 1934. These rates are generally comparable with the rates 
provided under the Veterans Regulations, except as to statutory 
awards such as the $60 monthly award provided for service-connected 
arrested tuberculosis, and $30 monthly award for loss or loss of use of 
a creative organ. These two special awards are now payable only to 
World War I veterans. However, the House of Representatives, on 
April 17, 1951, passed two bills which would extend these two benefits 
to World War II veterans. 

The enactment of H. R. 1083 would also effect an increase in com- 
pensation rates for disability incurred in peacetime service because 
yaragraph II, part Il, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended by 
Public Law 876, Eightieth Congress, July 2, 1948, provides that the 
peacetime rates of disability compensation shall be 80 percent of the 
wartime rates. 

Subparagraph I (c), paragraph I, part I], of Veterans Regulation 
No. 1 (a), as amended, provides that any veteran or the dependents 
of any deceased veteran otherwise entitled to compensation under 
part II of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, or the general 
pension law, shall be entitled to receive the rate of compensation 
provided in part I of such regulation, that is, the wartime rate, if the 
disability or death of such veteran resulted from an injury or disease 
incurred in line of duty (1) as the direct result of armed conflict, or 
(2) while engaged in extra-hazardous service, including such service 
under conditions simulating war, or (3) while the United States is 
engaged in war. 
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This provision makes veterans and the dependents of veterans of 
all wars eligible for the rates of part | for service-connected disability 
or death. 

Turning to the pension side, we find that part II] of Veterans 
Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, provides pension for non-service- 
connected permanent total disability at the rare of $60 monthly 
except that where such veterans shall have been rated permanently 
and totally disabled and in receipt of pension for a continuous period 
of 10 years or reach the age of 65 years, the amount of pension is $72 
monthly. 

Under this bill, if enacted, these rates would be increased to $69 
and $82.80, respectively. The pension benefits provided under the 
said part III are available to veterans of the Spanish-American War, 
Boxer Rebellion, Philippine Insurrection, World War I, World War II, 
and, pursuant to the recently approved Public Law 28 of this Congress, 
they are now available to veterans of active service on or after June 
27, 1950, and prior to such date as shall thereafter be determined by 
Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

The bill would authorize an increase in the rates payable to the 
dependents of veterans entitled to compensation based on wartime 
service-connected death. The report contains a table showing the 
increases proposed by this bill in the present death compensation 
rates which are applicable to dependents of veterans of all wars. 
These rates range, for example, from a present rate of $75 for a widow 
but no child, increased to $86.25 by the bill, to $106 for a widow with 
three children, increased to $121. There are further additional rates 
and increases in such rates for additional children. 

The rates for peacetime service-connected death are 80 percent of 
the wartime rates. 

Widows and children of World War I and World War II veterans 
and veterans of service on or after June 27, 1950—whose deaths 
are not the result of a service-connected disability are entitled, 
subject to certain limitations, to pension under the provisions of 
Public, No. 484, Seventy-third Congress, as amended. The rates of 
pension payable under this law and the rates as proposed to be in- 
creased under the bill are likewise set forth.in a table in the report. 

Service pensions for Civil War veterans were last increased by 
Public Law 270, Eightieth Congress, July 30, 1947. This bill would 
increase the basic Civil War pension rate of $90 to $103.50, and the 
rate for regular aid and attendance of $120 to $138. 

Service pension rates for non-service-connected disability in behalf 
of veterans of the Indian Wars were last increased by Public Law 398, 
Eightieth Congress, January 19, 1948. The proposed increases in 
the present rates are also shown in a table included in the report. 

Service pension rates for non-service-connected disability based on 
service in the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrection, 
and Boxer Rebellion were last increased by Public Law 270, Eightieth 
Congress, July 30, 1947. The table also shows the increases which 
would be effected in those rates by enactment of the bill. 

Pensions for the widows and children of veterans of the Civil War, 
the Indian Wars, the Mexican War, and the Spanish-American War, 
including the Philippine Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion, 
generally range from $36 to $60 for a widow, with additional allow- 
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ances for children and, where there is no widow, from $25.92 to $43.20 
for one child, with additional allowances for each additional child. 
These rates are shown in detail on page 32 of Committee Print No. 
173, Eighty-first Congress, a copy of which is enclosed with the report. 

There is also enclosed a chart showing the rates of compensation and 
pension payable to World War II and World War I veterans and their 
dependents from 1940 to date. 

he chart is contained in Committee Print No. 119,as well as addi- 
tional cost estimates from the Veterans’ Administration on alternative 
proposed increases. 

he following estimate of the first year’s cost of H. R. 1083, Eighty- 
second Congress, if enacted, includes an increase of 15 percent in 
compensation and pension rates for all cases anticipated to be on the 
rolls under public acts. The monetary values cited reflect only the 
amounts of the increases over and above the amounts currently 
authorized. 

1,705,500 living veterans of World War II would be involved, with 
increases the first year of $143,221,000. 

Mr. Chairman, do you wish me to read all of the breakdown by 
wars and numbers involved? 

Mr. Donouve. In view of the fact that all of this information has 
been made part of the record, I do not think that is necessary. 

To summarize, Mr. Chairman, the total involved for veterans the 
first year would be 2,468,075 living veterans at an increased cost of 
$233,803,800. With respect to deceased veterans, the total number 
of dependents involved would be 696,735 at a cost of $78,200,300. 
The grand total affected would be 3,164,810 veterans and dependents 
of veterans at an increased cost, the first fiscal year, of $312,004,100. 

This estimate does not include any increases which may be involved 
under Public Law 28, Eighty-second Congress, May 11, 1951. 

The Veterans’ Administration is not advised as to the relationship 
of this proposed legislation to the program of the President. 

Mr. Donouve. You say you have not been advised? 

Mr. Knapp. We have not, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Dononve. Have you sought the advice? 

Mr. Knapp. We have, but due to the request for the submission of 
our report so that it would be available for the subcommittee’s con- 
sideration, we did not await receipt of that advice from the Bureau 
of the Budget. 

Mr. Donounvuse. When did you make it? 

Mr. Knapp. The request for advice was made last Friday, Mr. 
Chairman. That would be May 11, I believe. 

Mr. Dononve. Has the Veterans’ Administration any opinion, 
or what position does the Veterans’ Administration take, on these 
different bills? 

Mr. Knapp. As is consistent with the Administrator’s policy, 
Mr. Chairman, the Veterans’ Administration does not take a position 
on any of these bills, but seeks to give you full information and data 
as to what groups are involved, the background, what they are entitled 
to now, and what the increased rates would amount to under the bill. 

Mr. Prouty. I have one question that I would like to ask. 

I am wondering if you have the percentage, or if you have — 
which would indicate the number of veterans who are in the lower 
classifications of disability who are actually receiving full-time employ- 
ment now and are, generally speaking, self-supporting. 
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Mr. Knapp. Mr. Congressman, I believe a similar question was 
asked at the hearing yesterday on the bill I referred to, and the 
response was to this effect: Disability compensation is payable with- 
out reference to one’s employability in an individual case. Aeccord- 
ingly, there is no record received or made by the agency as to the 
veteran’s employment status. Representatives of the Veterans’ 
Claim Service indicated yesterday that they have no information as 
to the ratio or percentage of those now on the rolls, the compensation 
rolls, for service-connected disability, who are now employed. 

With respect to pensions which are non-service-connected, we do 
have information in the files on those cases. 

Mr. Provry. That is the non-service-connected? 

Mr. Knapp. That is the non-service-connected. 

Mr. Provury. Can you give me a typical example of what would 
constitute 10-percent disability? 

Mr. Hau. They are set forth in a schedule for rating disability 
based upon average impairment of earning capacity. 

There are numerous conditions. One example would be flat feet 
with symptoms. That would be a 10-percent disability. 

Mr. Proury. With symptoms? What does that mean? 

Mr. Haut. In other words, pain. Of course, you realize, too, that 
we do have what we call racial flat feet with the colored race. But 
we may not use the term “racial’’ any more. It is just referred to as 
flat feet. Of course, that is asymptomatic, without symptoms; non- 
compénsable. 

Mr. Provry. Have you any information as to the increase in the 
consumer’s price index since the last substantial increases and benefits 
were made? 

Mr. Knapp. I believe, Mr. Congressman, we have made available 
to the staff certain information that was received from the Department 
of Labor on that subject. 

The committee has printed it as Committee Print No. 63 which I 
will be glad to insert for the record. I have an extra copy here. 

Mr. Donounve. If there are no objections, it will be inserted in the 
record at this point. 

(The matter referred to follows:) 


[No. 63] 
CoMmMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, HovusE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


TaBLE 1.—Consumers’ Price Index ' 


11935-39100} 

Year: Index | Year—Continued Indez 
io nica bk on ta I 
t,o wate mercacaw sh eie et ee oso os on is Se ote ns whe ven co ie as: 
a ae _. 108.7 Ee eee | 116.5 
i cei JL oe, 97. 6 eels ts et oie oa 123. 6 
DS, ids hating ein dats vtec 92. 4 SNL A cans Jehan . 125. 5 
1934 95. 7 1945 128. 4 
1935_ cs 98. 1 1946_. 4 139. 3 
Pee ot) ott 99. 1 Mt ee socal Vedewkes 159. 2 
ss. SiGs Sec ea oat 102. 7 CF ESIPEVETRSS INST etre wepeiyiae 171. 2 
ee pee ee 100. 8 1949_______. 169. 1 
1939. 7 " 99. 4 1950. 171.2 





1 For moderate income families in large cities. 
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TABLE 2.— Average gross weekly earnings in manufacturing ! 

Year: Earnings | Year-—Continued Earnings 
1929__. : $25. 03 1940__ ..- $25. 20 
1930 23. 25 1941 . 29.58 
193 1L__ 20. 87 1942. __- spi hey _. 36. 65 
1932_. 17. 05 1943__ : 43. 14 
1933 . 16.73 1944 __ . 46.08 
1934 18. 40 1945 44. 39 
1935 . 20.18 1946__ F 43. 82 
1936 21. 78 1947_. 7 paca 49. 97 
1937 24. 05 1948 ... 54.14 
1938__ 22. 30 1949 - §4.92 
1939 23. 86 1950 2 : 58. 97 





' Data are for production workers 
2? Estimate base on incomplete data. 


Source: Department of Labor. 


Mr. Knapp. As I said, the source of that information is the De- 
partment of Labor. The Veterans’ Administration itself does not 
have data on that subject. 

Mr. Proury. Have you any idea when you will receive the Bureau 
of the Budget’s recommendations in this matter. 

Mr. Knapp. I could not say, Mr. Congressman. We will endeavor 
to receive it as soon as possible. I assume that, as it involves a very 
major expenditure, careful consideration will be given to it by the 
Bureau in connection with the President’s fiscal and budgetary 
program. ; 

Mr. Proury. Do you believe that, in view of the increased cost of 
living, the veterans, at least those in the higher brackets of disability, 
are experiencing unreasonable difficulty in getting a livelihood? Have 
you any facts or figures to substantiate that? 

Mr. Knapp. | have no examples, Mr. Congressman. I have heard 
it asserted by individual veterans. 

Mr. Provury. It would seem reasonable to assume that it might be 
the case. 

I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Donounve. Thank you very much, Mr. Knapp. 

Mr. Knapp. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Donouve. Is there a representative of the American Legion 
present? 


STATEMENTS OF MILES KENNEDY, NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE 
DIRECTOR, AND CHARLES W. STEVENS, NATIONAL REHABILI- 
TATION COMMISSION, THE AMERICAN LEGION 


Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, my name is Miles 
Kennedy. I am the national legislative director of the American 
Legion. 

At the outset, I want to state, on behalf of our organization, that we 
appreciate the opportunity to be heard. I do not intend to offer any 
testimony personally, but I respectfully request that you permit Mr. 
Charles W. Stevens, who is the assistant director of our national re- 
habilitation commission and who is with me, to present our testimony 
in connection with the legislation that is now receiving your considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Donouve. We will be pleased to hear Mr. Stevens. 
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Mr. Srevens. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, the 
American Legion appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of 
legislation which has for its purpose the increase of compensation and 
pension awards. 

There is a vital need for such legislation at this time due to the 
greatly increased cost of living. 

The recommendations which I will make today for the American 
Legion are the product of thorough study of this important subject by 
our national rehabilitation commission and national executive com- 
mittee as well as by our national convention, expressing the will of the 
several thousand delegates assembled in convention as representatives 
of the membership of over three million men and women, veterans of 
World Wars I and IT. 

H. R. 4078, Eighty-second Congress, -first session, was introduced 
by Mr. Rankin upon the request of the American Legion. 

Section 1 of this bill would increase monthly wartime rates of dis- 
ability compensation payable under laws administered by the Veterans’ 
Administration. 

In view of the enactment of Public Law 28, Eightv-second Congress, 
on May 11, 1951, the following substitute language for this section is 
recommended: 

That all monthly wartime rates of disability compensation which are payable 
under any laws or regulations administered by the Veterans’ Administration are 
hereby increased by 10 per centum. 

That is, we would recommend striking the language of the section 
following the enacting clause, and the adoption of the substitute. 

Those to benefit by this increase in rates are (1) service-connected 
disabled veterans of World Wars I and I]; (2) such veterans of other 
wars as are in receipt of compensation for service-connected disabilities ; 
(3) veterans with peacetime service-connected disabilities entitled to 
compensation at wartime rates because of the circumstances under 
under which their disabilities were acquired; and, by virtue of the 
enactment of Public Law 28 by this Congress, (4) veterans whose 
disabilities are service-connected because of incurrence in or aggrava- 
tion by active military service on or after June 27, 1950, and prior to 
such date as shall thereafter be determined by concurrent resolution 
of the Congress or by proclamation of the President. 

This 10-percent increase would apply to all monthly wartime rates 
of disability compensation, including statutory awards and allow- 
ances and the additional compensation payable for dependents. 

Section 2 of the bill would increase monthly wartime rates of death 
compensation payable under laws administered by the Veterans’ 
Administration. 

The adjustments recommended can be best illustrated by citing 
the present and proposed rates, which are: 

Widow, present, $75; proposed, $85. Widow with one child, 
present, $105; proposed, $120. Each additional child, present, $25; 
proposed, $30. 

Children where there is no widow, total payable equally divided: 
One child, present, $58; proposéd, $70. “Two children, ‘present, $82; 
proposed, $100. For three children, present, $106; proposed, $130. 
For each additional child, present, $20; proposed, $30. Dependent 
mother or father, or both, each at present, $35; proposed, $40. 
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It is true that death compensation is not intended to afford full 
maintenance of the recipient, that it is awarded to supplement such 
other income as surviving dependents of deceased veterans may have 
for their support. Unfortunately, too many of the primary depend- 
ents have only a small income, or none at all, other than this com- 
pensation. 

While the proposed $85 monthly payment will not requite the 
unremarried widow for the service-connected death of her husband, 
it is a more adequate recognition of the Government’s obligation. 

The welfare of children is a matter of manifest concern. They 
must be cared for. Their parent’s death of a cause related to service 
places upon the Government the duty of seeing that they shall not 
want. 

It will be noted that the increases proposed for them is most reason- 
able. Please observe that, after the first child, the same compensa- 
tion of $30 monthly would be awarded for each additional child, 
whether or not an award is made to a widow. This will reconcile the 
disparity now apparent in the rates as to children where there is a 
widow and where there is none. 

Also, the first child where there is no widow, and a parent alone, 
would be allowed the same compensation award of $70 monthly. 
They need this. Their need is like to the widow’s. It must be 
borne in mind as well that parents must prove their dependency, and 
these secondary dependents truly need the award when that has been 
proved. 

This section would also provide for a death-compensation award to 
widows, children, and dependent parents of veterans who die of 
causes held not to be related to service while rated as permanently and 
totally service-connected disabled on a wartime basis. This is not 
in the present law. Now only death pension is paid widows and 
children in such cases. 

This is a needed amendment, for these are the veterans who were 
so profoundly disabled that they had almost no chance to create 
estates to bequeath to their dependents for their financial security. 

The American Legion would be remiss in fulfilling its obligation to 
others among those it seeks to serve unless the need of two very 
deserving groups was brought to the attention of the Congress through 
this committee when consideration is being given to cost-of-living 
increases in monetary benefits. 

The American Legion proposed, in a hearing before this committee 
on May 11, an increase of the monthly award to veterans entitled 
to pension because of permanent and total non-service-connected 
disability. 

There is an urgent need now for an increase of the present $60 and 
$72 monthly disability-pension rates to $75 and $90, respectively, and 


for the establishment of an especial rate of at least $105 monthly for 


veterans requiring regular aid and attendance. 

The American Legion proposed, in a bill on which this committee 
has not yet called for hearings, that an increase of monthly awards be 
granted widows and children entitled to pension where the veterans’ 
deaths have not been proved to be the result of their military or naval 
service. 

The American Legion urges that the surviving widow, child, or 
children entitled to receive pension through provisions of section 1, 
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Public Law 484, Seventy-third Congress, as amended, of section 6, 
Public Law 483, Seventy-eighth Congress, and of Public Law 28, 
Eighty-second Congress, be held entitled to receive pension at 70 
per centum of the rate specified for such dependents in paragraph IV, 
part I, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as now or hereafter amended. 

This proposal is that these widows and children be awarded 70 
percent of the amounts paid for wartime service-connected deaths. 
Citation of the present rates will show the obvious need for the 
recommended adjustment: Widow, $42; widow, with one child, $54, 
with $6 for each additional child; no widow but one child, $21.60; no 
widow but two children, $32.40; no widow but three children, $43.20, 
with $4.80 for each additional child; the total amount to be equally 
divided when there is no widow and there are two or more children. 

In the past several years, the Government has endeavored to 
afford some measure of relief through an increase of all disability and 
death compensation and pension rates effective September 1, 1946; 
adjustments and increases in death compensation rates effective Sep- 
tember 1, 1948; and elevation of some disability and death compensa- 
tion rates effective December 1, 1949. 

Using the years 1935-39 as a base of 100, the Consumer's Price 
Index was 146.2 in September 1946. It was 175.2 in September 1948; 
back to 168.8 in December 1949. In March 1951 it was 184.5. The 
decrease in purchasing power of the dollar has placed these men, 
women, and children in the position that they cannot live nearly as 
well today as they could before these several increases were made. 

We believe we have clearly shown that there is a substantial basis 
for our request for these modest increases in the rates of disability and 
death compensation and pension. Living costs have soared; these 
veterans and dependents are desperate. They just cannot make ends 
meet. We receive daily a great many pleas from veterans and de- 
pendents that we support legislation of this character. 

This committee, the Congress, will be confronted with the fact that 
the proposed increases will cost millions of dollars annually. These 
are the men, women, and children whose lives have been blighted by 
war, whose futures may be none too bright. Wars cost money. These 
compensation and pension payments are a part of the cost of wars, a 
war cost which we believe the American people want to pay. 

The monetary consideration is a secondary one. Money will not 
pay for the sacrifices made. The welfare of these beneficiaries is the 
paramount consideration, 

National Rehabilitation Director T. O. Kraabel, my immediate 
superior, wanted very much to testify himself on these urgent measures 
but cannot be present this morning. Mr. Kraabel wants the com- 
mittee to know of his sincere hope that this needed legislation will be 
enacted at an early date. 

The cause of his absence: To our deep regret, our assistant national 
adjutant in charge of Washington headquarters of the American 
Legion, Col. Leonce R. Legendre, veteran of both World Wars, died 
suddenly last night just after completing his day’s work, a few 
moments awav from the office. 

He died in line of duty in the service of the veterans and dependents 
to whom he had devoted his life since his return from foreign service 
in the first World War and for whom he did so much even while in the 
active service of his country through World War II. 
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Having heard the testimony of the Veterans’ Administration witness 
this morning on H. R. 1083, and seeing that this bill proposes increases 
of 15 percent in death and compensation in rates, I want to say that 
the American Legion has presented the conservative recommendation 
after thoughtful study. 

However, this organization has complete confidence that the 
Congress will determine what is best for these people whom we are 
attempting to serve. 

Mr. Dononve. Thank you, Mr. Stevens. Are there any questions 
that the committee members desire to ask of Mr. Stevens? 

Mr. Proury. Mr. Stevens, | am thinking, particularly, in terms of 
widows with children at present receiving compensation from the 
Veterans’ Administration. Does such compensation preclude assist- 
ance from other Federal welfare agencies when warranted? 

Mr. Srevens. They receive the award from the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration. Some may also receive awards from the Federal Security 
Agencyv—the social-security award. 

Mr. Provury. The fact that they are receiving assistance from one 
agency does not render them ineligible for aid from another? 

Mr. Srevens. The veteran may have, through employment, 
obtained credit under social security which would permit an award 
to be made also by that agency. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Proury. Have you given any consideration to the idea of 
perhaps not increasing the benefits of veterans in the lower disability 
brackets and increasing the amounts now paid to those with higher 
degrees of disability? 

Mr. Stevens. We have studied this from every angle, sir, and we 
are convinced that the only equitable decision that could be made 
in the Congress would be to grant an across-the-board increase. 

Mr. Proury. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Dononve. Do you have any questions, Mr. Dorn? 

Mr. Dorn. No, sir. 

Mr. Donouvr. We will now hear from Mr. Ketchum, representing 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 


STATEMENT OF OMAR B. KETCHUM, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL 
LEGISLATIVE SERVICE, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
UNITED STATES 


Mr. Kercnum. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my 
name is Omar B. Ketchum. I am the director of the national legisla- 
tive service for the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 

I appreciate the opportunity of appearing here this morning, Mr. 
Chairman, to present the views of the Veterans of Foreign Wars with 
respect to the bills pending before this subcommittee dealing with 
proposed increases in rates payable on compensation and pension. 

Mr. Donounvur. Would you mind being interrupted, Mr. Ketchum. 
Do you have a statement prepared? 

Mr. Kercuum. No. I am just getting to that. 

I regret that I do not have a prepared statement. There are so 
many different bills pending before the committee, and so many 
different angles, that I thought it would be just as well if the committee 
would accept extemporaneous testimony rather than my attempting 
to prepare a statement. 
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I think one thing that is clearly revealed by this hearing on the bills 
pending before the committee is the somewhat piecemeal system that 
has developed over a long period of years with respect to legislation 
dealing with benefits payable to veterans and their dependents. 

We find in the past that the Congress has legislated separately 
with respect to certain war groups and then, when it attempts to 
reconcile a uniform increase applying to all those groups, the problem 
becomes very complicated. 

For example, I was notified that there would be four bills to be 
considered by the committee this morning. According to the infor- 
mation furnished me by Chairman Rankin, hearings would be held on 
365, 1083, 1297, and 3628. I note, however, that another bill has 
since entered the picture after these hearings were called. That is a 
recent bill by the chairman which I understand the American Legion 
has sponsored, and which incorporates some different ideas from the 
four bills mentioned. 

That was one of the reasons why I did not attempt to prepare a 
manuscript, because of the possible changes in the bills under con- 
sideration and the many angles involved. 

You will note, of the four bills which we were advised the hearings 
would cover, three of them specify a general increase of 15 percent, 
with certain beneficiaries exempted from the provisions. For example, 
H. R. 365 would apply a 15-percent increase, provided that such 
increase shall not apply to the increased rates provided under Public 
Law 868, Eightieth Congress. 

H. R. 1083 also provides for a 15-percent increase with the proviso 
that such increase shall not apply to subsistence allowances payable 
under Public Laws 16 and 346, Seventy-eighth Congress. 

H. R. 1297 calls for a 25-percent increase in the rates of compensa- 
tion and pension and provides that such increase shall not apply to 
the increased rates provided under Public Law 868, Eightieth 
Congress. 

H. R. 3628 provides for a 15-percent increase, but that such increase 
shall not apply to subsistence allowances payable under Public Laws 
16 and 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, as amended. 

This is indic ‘ative that, in having legislation introduced, the sponsors 
apparently were concerned as to whether a general increase that 
applies to everybody would throw certain rates out of balance. 

As I understand it, Public Law 868, of the Eightieth Congress, which 
was excluded from increases in two of these bills—that is, the benefi- 
ciaries would be excluded—was a piece of specific legislation which 
granted an increase to certain widows and children. In other words, 
you had an example there of where separate legislation, granting 
special increases to one group, developed. 

Now we have the problem of a request for an over-all increase. 
Some believe, in some quarters, that where a special increase had been 
granted to one group, exclusive of the others, an over-all increase 
should not apply. 

Then vou have, in two of the bills here, and the new one which has 
been mentioned this morning, 4078, a provision for a 10-percent over- 
all increase, but, as | understand from the explanation by the Ameri- 
can Legion, would cover practically all beneficiaries and would inject 
some new ones into the category of increases. 
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So we have several varying factors now pending before your com- 
mittee. It is going to be difficult to recommend which of these should 
be approved by the committee. 

I think, and what I was trying to point out, that the time has come 
when some careful consideration must be given to getting all of these 
compensation and pension benefits, as they apply to both service- 
connected and non-service-connected, and wars of all periods, on 
some uniform basis. Otherwise, you are going to continue the system 
of what I call piecemeal legislation, trying to deal separately with the 
veterans of this war and the widows of that war, and the veterans of 
that war and the widows of this war. 

This makes for a very complicated system because, from time to 
time, you are trying to apply an over-all increase in compensation 
and pension rates, in which some believe should exclude certain bene- 
ficiaries because they had received separate consideration in some 
previous Congress. 

It is rather difficult to come before the committee with a clear-cut 
statement as to just what should be done when this situation exists. 
Certainly, I think we are all agreed that there should be an increase 
in the rates of compensation and pension and possibly that it should 
apply all along the line. The question is how much that increase 
should be and whether it should apply all along the line. 

Our organization, in our last national convention, went on record 
for a 25-percent increase in the rates of compensation and pension. 
It did that not so much because they felt that the cost of living had 
increased, necessarily, 25 percent from the last increase in pensions 
and compensation rates, but because the last increase and the basic 
rates were too low, and unless the rate of 25 percent was applied at 
this time, they would continue to be out of balance. 

Even with a 10-percent or a 15-percent increase, the rates payable 
for compensation and pension would still be out of balance with what 
we consider realistic compensation and pension rates compared with 
today’s cost of living. 

Mr. Sprincer. Is your recommendation for a 25-percent increase? 

Mr. Kercuum. That was the position of our national organization 
at the last national convention. 

They held that the basic rates as they were established, and as they 
have increased during the years, were out of line. 

We are not contending that there has been a 25-percent increase in 
the cost of living since the last increase in compensation and pension 
rates. But the organization insists that the basic rates and increases 
have been too low, and only by applying the 25-percent increase toda 
can we bring the rates up to what we believe to be realistic in accord- 
ance with the obligation which our Nation has assumed toward those 
who are eligible for assistance. 

Mr. Sprincer. Let me ask you this: What was the basis for the 
making of the rates originally, in the beginning? Do you know how 
that was figured? 

Mr. Ketrcuum. There might be some difference of opinion over that. 
I mean different factors were probably taken into consideration. I 
assume, like in many instances, the basic rates developed as a sheer 
guess or an estimate. Whether there was any scientific application 
in the beginning, or whether it was just somebody’s idea, “Well, this 
will constitute a reasonably fair rate at this time,” I do not know. 
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I think there is a general belief that compensation and pension is 
not considered to be adequate for all purposes, without supplemental 
income, except in certain cases. 

Mr. Sprincer. Total disability is, is it not? 

Mr. Kercnum. No; I would not say so. The basic total disability 
rate today is $150 a month, which simple mathematics indicates to 
be $1,800 a year. There is added to that, of course, under existing 
law, if the veteran is disabled 50 percent or more and has a dependent 
wife and children, he would be eligible for certain dependency allow- 
ances that would accrue by reason of the wife and children, thereby 
increasing somewhat the rates of compensation which he receives 
from the Government. 

But in the case of the man who is 100 percent disabled, and he has 
no dependent wife or children, of course, that allowance does not 
accrue to him, So $150 is the present basic rate. 

There are other types of disabilities which were brought out by 
testimony from the Veterans’ Administration, such as the loss of eyes, 
hearing, and certain limbs, through special awards, where the rates 
increase. ‘The maximum present rate, I believe, is $346. No; $360 
monthly is the maximum rate. That, of course, is in the most ex- 
treme disability cases. But the basic rate for 100-percent disability 
today is $150. 

We feel that the basic rate today is not realistic enough in accordance 
with today’s general cost of living. We have felt that the basic rates 
all along have been low. We do not know how to get those basic 
rates up unless, at some period, sufficient increase is added which 
would put them in line. 

Mr. Springer. Do you know how much that would be in dollars 
and cents for everybody that is on the rolls? Has anyone figured 
that out? 

Mr. Kercnum. The Veterans’ Administration presented some costs 
in testimony at the beginning of this hearing based upon 15 percent. 
I assume it would be comparatively simple for them to use the same 
formula in applying a 25-percent rate. I think there are probably 
some simple mathematics there, taking their cost estimates for 15 
percent and adding an additional 10 percent. 

One of the previous witnesses before this committee said, and I 
think with a great deal of validity and a great deal of common sense, 
“Tn the final analysis, it will be up to this committee and the Congress 
to determine what the amount of the increase shall be, if any.” 

While I have presented to you the views of our organization with 
respect to the amount of the increase, and how we arrived at the 25 
percent, if, in the judgment of this committee, they feel they cannot 
go that far, that 15 percent is more reasonable, or 10 percent, naturally, 
in accordance with past policy, we accept the judgment of the com- 
mittee and the Congress. 

But I was trying to give you some background as to why we thought 
that the 25-percent rate would not only offset the increased cost of 
living, but, at the same time, bring the basic rates up to a point 
that was more realistic. 

There have been arguments presented to this committee in the past 
that perhaps compensation and pension rates should be on an escalator 
basis, that is, tied to a cost-of-living index, so that when that index 
increases, the rates of compensation and pension automatically go 
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up with it. By the same token, if the cost-of-living index decreases, 
the rates would decrease at the same time. A VFW representative, 
several years ago, was the first to propose such a plan. 

We have never ardently supported that theory because we realize 
that, like wage earners, so long as rates are going up, everybody is for 
them, but they do not like it when they start going down. It is a 
sort of a two-edged sword. 

The testimony of the American Legion on the new bill (4078) intro- 
duced by the chairman, of course, brings in several additional factors. 
According to my interpretation of their testimony, I am in agreement 
with their position except the amount of the increase. They favor 
10 percent. We advocate 25 percent. I do think the Legion has 
made a very excellent presentation in bringing certain other factors 
into the question of increasing the rates of compensation and pension. 

Then too, these bills pending before the committee were introduced 
prior to the action of the Congress bringing, some say, Korean veterans 
under certain benefits now applicable to World War II veterans. 
Actually the new law went much beyond that, it is not confined to 
veterans of the Korean campaign but it applies to anyone who is in 
service from June 27 up to a certain point either determined by the 
President or a concurrent resolution by the Congress. It means that 
anyone in the service today, regardless of where he is serving, comes in 
under the benefits enacted by, I think it is, Public Law 28 of this 
present Congress. 

So there is some misunderstanding. I noticed, in reading the testi- 
mony on the floor of the Senate when the Korean bill first came up, 
Senator Taft raised the question as to whether the legislation confines 
the benefits to veterans of the Korean campaign. Senator George 
replied by saying that the President has the authority to designate 
combat areas. I do not kow what Senator George meant by that 
because combat areas had nothing to do with that particular legisla- 
tion. The question of whether it should be extended to all servicemen 
or confined to Korean veterans was dropped because of Senator 
George's statement that the President has authority to designate 
combat areas. No doubt some Senators thought the bill was limited 
to Korean veterans after Senator George’s statement. 

Actually, my interpretation of Public Law 28 is that it applies to 
all veterans in service after June 27, 1950, and up to some future date 
which will be determined to be the cessation of hostilities 

At the time these bills now before the committee were introduced, 
of course, we did not have Public Law 28. Naturally, that introduces 
another element of bringing those veterans in under any increases 
applicable. 

The Legion, I think, has properly taken that into consideration in 
the amendment which they proposed to the bill (4078) introduced by 
Mr. Rankin. It would read as follows: 

That all monthly wartime rates of disability compensation which are payable 
ander any laws or regulations administered by the Veterans’ Administration 
are hereby increased by 10 per centum. 

They pointed out that those who would benefit by this increase in 
rates are not only service-connected disabled veterans of World War I 
and II, but such veterans of other wars as are or may be in receipt of 
compensation for service-connected disability which, of course, would 

















Seat REP tot 








INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION 697 


cover the whole field of those who have service-connected disabilities, 
including the new group that Congress has covered under Public 
Law 28. 

As previously stated, the factors are changing so rapidly that unless 
I could have had prepared a statement since 6 o'clock this morning, 
it might have been obsolete before coming to the committee. I 
assume that the Legion did do some pretty quick work on their 
statement. 

I noticed they mentioned the sudden death of a very good friend 
of mine, and, I think as they well point out, one of the finest veterans 
I have ever known. He is a man who has rendered great service to 
this country and to the veterans, Colonel Legendre, who died of a 
heart attack last night. I certainly share with the American Legion 
their sorrow and loss over the death of Colonel Legendre. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not know what more J could say, except to 
emphasize the fact that we strongly urge favorable action by this 
committee in increasing the rates of compensation and pension, and 
that we generally favor the principles outlined by the American Legion, 
except we think the increase should be higher than 10 percent. 

If the 10 percent is all that this committee feels that the Congress 
will approve, and we recognize that the House has been rather economy 
minded on appropriations during this present session of Congress, 
and that the committee may want to be more generous but are just 
unable to get the leadership and the Members of the House to go 
along with their wishes, we would accept that. 

But certainly, | think we can all agree that, based on the present 
cost-of-living index, there is an increase due in the rates of compensa- 
tion and pension. How far you want to extend that, and whether you 
want to cover the entire field of beneficiaries, or limit it to certain 
beneficiaries, will have to be left to the good judgment of this com- 
mittee and the Congress. 

Mr. Donouve. Are there any further questions? Do you have 
any questions in mind, Mrs. Rogers? 

Mrs. Rocrers. No, thank you, except that | think Mr. Ketchum 
knows how tremendously interested | am in the passage of legislation 
increasing the compensation and pensions of all the veterans. 

It seems to me it is perhaps the fairest thing to do it right straight 
across the board. I have a bill in, and [ think it is, perhaps, the one 
you are considering, the 15-percent increase, I thought that you 
would be able to pass that through the House and the Senate, that 
perhaps you might not be able to enact a larger amount. 

Mr. Ketrcuum. Yes, | mentioned that here. 

I would just like to again emphasize the need some place along the 
line for a committee or a commission of the Congress to give serious 
thought and study to arriving at some uniformity in the various rates 
of pension and compensation payable. 

We find that when we come to these over-all increases, in the interim 
there has been a special increase for this group here, and special in- 
creases for some other, and you still keep your rates out of balance 
in an over-all increase. 

If there was some way that we could get a uniform system on all 
pensions and compensations, it would be helpful. We have, today, 
situations, which you well know, where one group of non-service- 
connected permanently disabled veterans, receivs $90 a month pen- 
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sion and another group received $60 a month. Some have income 
limitations applied. Some do not have income limitations applied. 
You have cases where some widows get one sum from one period of 
service, and other widows from another period of service get a smaller 
sum. Different regulations and restrictions applying to those various 
widows and veterans depend somewhat on the period of service and 
the piecemeal legislation that has grown up like Topsy. 

In appearances before this committee and other committees of 
Congress, I have urged a study for a uniform system in dealing with 
the rates of compensation and pension, irrespective of whether they 
are veterans of this war or that war. 

Certainly there are fundamental benefits that, if they are deserving 
at all, are deserving to be equally applied all along the line. To say, 
“We will pay so much to this group from this war, and so much to 
that group from that war, and so much to the widows from here, and 
so much to the widows from there,’ is not equitable. 

It seems to me that there could be a uniform system. Then, 
when there is a general application of increase of rates, you would 
have a uniform application throughout rather than one group getting 
special legislation in one Congress and then receiving the benefit of 
an over-all percentage increase still keeping them out of balance 
with other groups. 

Mr. Proury. That makes a lot of sense to me. 

Mr. Kerenum. Thank you very much, sir. 

Mr. Dononve. Are there any other questions that any member of 
the committee would like to ask of Mr. Ketchum? 

If not, we will excuse you with our sincere thanks for your appear- 
ance here. 

Mr. Kercuum. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and members 
of the committee. 

Mr. Donouve. We will next hear from the Disabled American 
Veterans. I understand Mr. Hogan and Mr. Foster are here to 
testify and to give the views of their organization on these bills. 


STATEMENTS OF C. F. HOGAN, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF CLAIMS; 
CHARLES E. FOSTER, ASSISTANT LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR, 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 


Mr. Foster. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the com- 
mittee. 

My name is Charles E. Foster. I am the assistant legislative director 
for the Disabled American Veterans. 

I just briefly want to say that the Disabled American Veterans 
are supporting an increase in disability compensation and pension 
of service-connected cases across-the-board in the amount of 15 
percent. 

Our principal statement will be made by Cicero F. Hogan, national 
director of claims for the DAV. Mr. Hogan has about 30 year’s ex- 
perience in claims work, representing disabled veterans before the 
various Government agencies, Veterans’ Administration, and I think 
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that in his statement he will make a clear and convincing case for a 
15-percent increase in the rates of disability compensation. 

Mr. Dononve. Mr. Hogan, you may proceed. 

Mr. Hocan. My name is Cicero F. Hogan, and I am national direc- 
tor of claims of the Disabled American Veterans. 

The DAV is fully appreciative of the opportunity to appear before 
you today in support of the bills proposing an across-the-board in- 
crease of varying amounts in the rates of disability compensation. 

By national convention mandate, the DAV is supporting a 15-per- 
cent increase in all rates of compensation and special compensation 
payable to veterans of former wars under laws administered by the 
Veterans’ Administration. 

Actually, however, as I hope to point out later on, we are not en- 
dorsing an increase in the percentage of disability compensation, but 
rather a readjustment in present rates to offset two things: First, 
the phenomenal rise in the Consumer’s Price Index, which we feel 
adequately reflects the increases in the cost of living; and, second, 
the decrease in the purchasing power of the dollar. 

These two factors, each of which is dependent on the other have 
created among disabled veterans a sad and somewhat sordid economic 
vise, the jaws of which are applying constant pressure to the pur- 
chasing power of the veteran relying on his disability compensation 
to make ends meet. 

On January 19, 1934, disability compensation was restored to $100 
a°month for a veteran with 100 percent disability. This rate remained 
in effect until June 1, 1944, when the veteran was granted a 15 percent 
increase, except for statutory awards for arrested tuberculosis and 
special th compensation. 

On September 1, 1946, disability compensation was again adjusted 
to a maximum of $138. The latest change in disability compensation 
occurred on October 10, 1949, and established the rate of compensa- 
tion for total disability at $150. 

In other words, since January 19, 1934, disability compensation has 
increased 50 percent, while the cost of living, as reflected by the 
Consumers’ Price Index, has increased 84.5 percent as of March 15, 
1951. 

Our staff has prepared a graphic illustration in chart form which I 
would like to exhibit to the members of this committee. The dotted 
line on the chart indicates the purchasing power of disability com- 
pensation dollars based on the 1939 level. The broken line on the 
chart is the Consumers’ Price Index, and the solid black line represents 
the rate of disability compensation. 

(The chart referred to is as follows:) 
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It will be noted that for the period immediately prior to World 
War II, the purchasing power of the compensation dollar, the Con- 
sumer’s Price Index and the rates of disability were, with few minor 
exceptions, constant and equal. At that time, however, and until 
January 1946, the purchasing power of the dollar plunged and the 
Consumer’s Price Index soared to unprecedented heights. 

In January 1946, and for several months thereafter, Congress once 
again brought the rates of disability compensation in line with the 
Consumer’s Price Index. With the removal of price controls in 1946, 
the Consumer's Price Index once again started its precipitous rise 
which has never halted except for a brief period in the early months 
of 1950, and since then has steadily ascended. 

Even though Congress again revised the rates of disability compen- 
sation in 1949, it was an inadequate adjustment then and even more 
so today. 

Again may I emphasize that it was in 1934 that the rates of disa- 
bility compensation were fixed at $100 and, with few minor fluctua- 
tions, it remained fairly constant with purchasing power of the dollar 
until the end of 1940. 
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Since 1941, however, with the exception of a few months in 1946, 
as above noted, disability compensation has never achieved its pre- 
war relationship to either the Consumer’s Price Index or dollar val- 
uation. We feel that it is just as important today for Congress to 
readjust the rates of disability compensation to their prewar positions 
as it was in 1934. 

Inasmuch as we have talked a great deal today about the Consumers’ 
Price Index, a brief description of it may be in order. 

The Consumer’s Price Index, prepared by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the United States Department of Labor, based on the 
average for the years 1935 through 1939, is equal to 100. This 
index is computed monthly and relates}to prices in effect on the 15th 
day of the month. 

The goods and services for the index were selected on the basis of 
an extensive study of an actual annual expenditure of about 14,500 
urban families of wage earners and lower-salaried clerical workers 
whose incomes during the 1934-36 period averaged $1,524. 

These items represent all the family living essentials: Food, apparel, 
rent, fuel, utilities, house furnishings, and miscellaneous goods and 
services, such as medical care, personal care, transportation, laundry 
service, and recreation. 

Federal, State, and local income taxes are not included in the in- 
dex, but sales taxes are included in the prices of goods sold. The list 
of items priced include 49 foods, 58 articles of clothing, 10 fuels, 23 
kinds of house furnishings, 49 miscellaneous goods and services, and 
rent, a total of 192 individual items. Since 2 or more qualities are 
priced for some articles, about 270 different articles and qualities are 
used in the computation of the index. 

Should this committee favorably report a bill authorizing an in- 
crease in the rates of disability compensation a tremendous hue and 
ery will arise throughout the country that the veteran and the friends 
of the veterans in Congress are wrecking our economy. I think the 
falsity of these charges can be proved by making a few comparisons. 
In the vear 1890 the Federal Government paid to the veterans of this 
country’s wars, or to their legal survivors, an average of slightly more 
than $45 per veteran per year. In the year 1900 after the Spanish- 
American War the average payment per veteran per year, by the 
Federal Government had increased to $65. In the calendar year 1950, 
the average payment per veteran per year, by the Federal Govern- 
ment, amounted to just slightly more than $34 per veteran. We 
think that these figures are quite significant. The DAV, with 30 
years of rich experience as the spokesman for America’s wartime dis- 
abled veterans, is firmly convinced that the Congress should proceed 
to readjust the rates of disability compensation. 

The figures and charts set forth above are indicative of two things: 
(1) That the present rates are inadequate due to run-away inflation 
and, (2) that a 15 percent increase in the present rates is not excessive 
when compared with payments made to veterans in the past 60 years. 

The DAY urges this committee to carefully consider the facts set 
forth above and to favorably report a bill readjusting the monthly 
rates of compensation and pensions payable to veterans and their de- 
pendents under laws administered by the Veterans’ Administration 
without delay. 








702 INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION 


Mr. Foster. I might say, Mr. Chairman, that like the other organi- 
zations, we did not have the opportunity to have this mimeographed, 
so we will have some copies run off and furnished to the clerk. 

Mr. Donouve. If you will, please. 

Any questions? 

Mr. Springer. What date was that in 1949 that the last raise was 
made? 

Mr. Fosrrer. October 1949. 

Mr. Sprincer. Have you figured it since October 10? I was listen- 
ing for that in the statement, but I did not hear it. What has been the 
increase in the cost of living percentage since that date down to, we 
will say, March 1 or January 1, 1951? 

Mr. Fosrer. I think it would show on that chart. It is about 15 
points in that period that you mentioned. 

Mr. Sprincer. It is 15 points, not 15 percent? 

Mr. Fosrer. Fifteen points. 

Mr. Parrerson (staff). 169.1 in 1949 and the latest figures from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics show 184 plus, which would mean about 
15 points. 

Mr. Sprincer. What date was that? 

Mr. Fosrer. The last day for which figures are available, March 15, 
1951. 

Mr. Provury. Approximately 14.5 isn’t it? 

Mr. Foster. Yes. 

Mr. Sprincer. In the neighborhood of 9 or 10 percent roughly. 

Mr. Foster. Just between 9 and 10 percent. However, our 
position is that the increase in 1949— 

Mr. Sprincer. Was not enough? 

Mr. Foster. That is why the convention went on record for a 
15-percent increase. 

Mr. Sprincer. How much was your increase in 1946? 

Mr. Hocan. In 1946 it was 15 percent. 

Mr. Fosrer. Twenty percent. 

Mr. Hogan. Twenty percent. We had received a 15-percent in- 
crease and then we received an increase on September 1, 1946, to $138 
from $115. 

Mr. Sprincer. When was the last raise before 1946? 

Mr. Hogan. June 1, 1944. 

Mr. Sprincer. How much? 

Mr. Hoean. Fifteen. That raised it from $100 to $115. 

Mr. Sprincer. What was the last before that? 

Mr. Foster. January 1944. It was fixed by Executive order at 
that time at $100. 

Mr. Hocan. It had been reduced to $90, but was restored by Execu- 
tive order within the year to $100 from $90. 

Mr. Dononve. You have been talking about the veteran that is 
100 percent disabled. What about those veterans, Mr. Hogan, that 
have, say, 10-percent disability? Have their incomes not been in- 
creased as a result of the inflationary period that we have gone through; 
that is dollar-wise? 

Mr. Hoaan. It is true that there are some veterans drawing 10 
percent or 20 percent that are gainfully employed, in fact, this organi- 
zation is urging the continued employment of many disabled veterans. 
But many of these veterans with 10 or 20 are merely just drawing their 
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10 or 20 because they had been reduced from 80 or 60 down to 20 or 
10. Many of them have never adjusted themselves financially to the 
reduction in compensation brought about because of the improvement 
in the service-connected disability. 

While I can sense that the Congress or the members of this com- 
mittee may feel that they are willing to give an increase to those 
drawing compensation in the upper brackets, we of our organization 
do not feel that we or the Congress have any right to state that a man 
with 50 or 60 or 75 percent should be the only one given the considera- 
tion. I am sure also, in fact, I believe there was some comment 
vesterday at another hearing, a comment made by the officials of the 
Veterans’ Administration that if there was a break it would further 
involve the administration of compensation. Personally I feel that a 
man who is given a 10 percent rating is being compensated to the degree 
of his disability and right down the line. 

I think he should be given the same consideration also right up the 
line up to the 100 percent. 

Mr. Dononve. Well, I have in mind this: The person that is 100 
percent disabled; that is, has a total case that prevents him from 
engaging in any useful employment, equitably he should, without 
question, have his pension or compensation increased because of the 
increased cost of living. 

I have in mind also the person at the other end of the bracket that 
is getting 10 percent who is gainfully employed and who has profited 
ia as a result of now being employed. In other words, we 
will say back in 1946 he probably was getting 40 percent less by way of 
a week’s pay than he is getting now. 

Mr. Proury. I have some hee here, Mr. Chairman, which indi- 
cate that the average weekly wage in March of this year was $64.36 as 
compared to $44.39 in 1945. 

Mr. Springer. After taxes? 

Mr. Provury. I presume it is before taxes. 

Mr. Hogan. Of the disabled veteran? 

Mr. Proury. No; that is the general wage average. 

Mr. Dononvus. What are those figures again? 

Mr. Provury. For 1940 it was $25.20; in March of this year, $64.36. 

Mr. Hogan. But that is not the man drawing compensation, that 
is not confined to the man drawing compensation. 

Mr. Proury. That is the general average for the country as a whole. 

Mr. Dononve. I agree with Mr. Ketchum that it is a most difficult 
thing to come up with a formula that is equitable to all parties con- 
cerned. But in the matter of equity we would like to take care of 
those that need it the most; those that are really victims of this 
inflationary period that we have gone through and are going through 
and probably we will continue to go through for some period to come. 

Mr. HoGan. Well, the Disabled American Veterans have, from the 
time of its existence, taken the stand that the man who has been 
disabled should be compensated according to the schedule or measuring 
stick under the rating schedule. At no time have we felt that there 
should be any discrimination from one end to the other. Of course, 
all the time we have urged increases in compensation. I think that 
has been the immediate cause of the statutory awards where there 
was a loss of limb, loss of an eye, and we have sponsored and secured 
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and we believe we have had a lot to do with it in getting the statutory 
awards for those seriously disabled. 

The thing I know you are thinking about is that vou merely want to 
take care of those who are actually unemployable. 

Mr. Donouve. Might I interrupt you? No; I did not mean to 
convey that thought. I have in mind this thought, that we should 
take into consideration as a factor whether or not a person is totally 
employable or if he is 75 percent employable; if he is 50 percent em- 
ployable, or in other words only consider partial disability from the 
standpoint of employment. 

Mr. Hogan. Yes. 

Mr. Dononve. As well as total disability. 

Mr. Hocan. That is the principle of the compensation percentage 
rates, that is the principle of the whole thing right down the line. 
How much has his disability interfered with his complete rehabili- 
tation? 

Mr. Dononve. The captions of these different bills might be mis- 
leading. They are mostly based upon providing certain equitable 
adjustments in disability compensation and pensions to meet the 
rising cost of living. Now, vou have, as I pointed out a few moments 
ago, many situations where those receiving disability compensations 
at the rate of from 10 percent, say, up to 50 percent that are fully 
employed at the present time and that are benefiting by the increased 
income associated with the inflationary period that we are going 
through. 

Now certainly there is no need of adjustments from the standpoint 
of enabling them to meet the high cost of living. Their incomes have 
not been affected. 

I agree with both vou and Mr. Ketchum and the other representa- 
tives that that should not be the criteria. The table is set up, and 
if vou have flat feet and the table says vou are entitled to 10 percent 
vou should get that 10 percent whether times are good or bad, and 
that is why a bill along the line that has been suggested should be 
drawn that would bring about some uniformity of awards that would 
not in any way be affected by the consumer indexes or the cost of 
living. 

Mr. Hocan. Mr. Chairman, I wish, too, however, you would 
consider this. We have had to consider it all during the vears. This 
man who is getting 10 percent for his service-connected flat feet, and 
I mention flat feet because a lot of people do not believe anyone should 
get 10 percent for flat feet, the maximum amount ever paid by the 
Veterans’ Administration has been 30 percent. May I present an 
example. 

This man may have been a bricklayer before he got into the war 
and was put on a battleship or was in the Battle of the Bulge. He 
might have been a bricklayer today earning $25 a day if it were not 
for his flat feet. He may be gainfully employed, fully employed at 
this time, but he is doing work that will not permit him to work at 
his trade. He has done the best he can, he has shown courage and 
found employment in other fields, but he does not begin to get the 
money he might have received had he not gotten the flat feet. 

When you are considering what a man is receiving by way of 
compensation, you mentioned 50 percent. I think you should keep 
in mind, and I think that you do, that if it had not been for this man’s 

















INCREASE IN THE RATES OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION 705 


service-connected disability perhaps he would be making a great deal 
more, his income would have been markedly increased. 

Mr. Donouve. Mr. Hogan, I do not think we are in disagreement. 

Mr. Hocan. That is right, I do not think we are. 

Mr. Dononve. But as I say, the captions of these different bills 
which are before us would tend to mislead or confuse. These increases 
are being sought for the purpose of meeting the rise in the cost of 
living. I think we can cite many, many cases where the premise set 
forth here would not be justified because we could show where the 
veteran drawing compensation or pension has not been affected by 
the rising cost of living. 

We could show that probably his income has been raised propor- 
tionately with the rising costs. Of course, when you come up into 
the bracket where they are unemployable it is a different situation. 
Now I merely suggest that; probably it is thinking out loud and it 
is the same line of thought that will be followed by many Members 
of the Congress or the House when a bill is being reported if it is 
being reported with the caption that the bills now bear. Do you 
agree with me? 

Mr. Hoaan. I agree with you, but I would also ask you to remember 
that the whole theory of rating is to secure for the man who is seriously 
disabled the greater amount. We can go before the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration with a man with a 70 percent disability who is unemployed 
and unemployable who has but one disability of 70 percent. We can 
lay the facts before the Veterans’ Administration and they are ordered 
to give him 100 percent, although medically he is only 70 percent 
disabled, but he is unemployable. 

So that the passage of a bill that would increase monthly rates of 
compensation and pension to veterans and their dependents, a 15 
percent increase would give that man a full $15. The 10 percent 
man would get a dollar and a half. But the man who needs it most 
is going to get the $15 or the man getting 80 percent—he is going 
to get 80 percent of $15. 

I believe in the present system in Veterans’ Administration, and I 
think you do, too. I think it was the most equitable thing that could 
have been worked out. I am frank to tell you as a man connected 
with the Veterans’ Administration and interested in this work for years 
that I am afraid of a needs clause being injected into compensation 
payments. We have kept it out all these vears and whether or not we 
are going to accept it I do not know. I think it is very unfair. Ap- 
parently the Congress has thought the same thing for the past 30 
vears. If you inject a needs clause in here you are going to tell the 
man who has had the courage and the patience and the understanding 
and the discipline, who has fully rehabilitated himself, to find himself a 
job to augment and supplement his salary so that his family, wife and 
three kids, do not have to live on $150 because he is out getting $150 
somewhere else. 

If you are going to tell him, “‘ You cannot have this $150 if you are 
found working in spite of the fact that you have definitely lost some- 
thing that has taken from you the ability to make $300 without a 
pension’’—— 

Mr. Donouve. That is right. For that reason might I ask you if 
you agree with me in my statement that the captions that these bills 
year do not represent the true situation; that what should be done is 
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to spperech it by raising the basic rates, increasing them, because 
proba ly they were too low in the first place, as Mr. Ketchum sug- 
gests: 

I think if you go along on the course that is suggested in these bills 
ou are going to run into the situation, probably not in the near future 
yut in the distant future, where the cost of living is going to drop and 

certain individuals are going to request a drop in the compensation 
rate, suggesting, ‘‘Well, for the same reason they were increased they 
should now be decreased.” 

Mr. Hocan. You will face that in other forms in other places of the 
United States in all forms of the economy and in matters of labor. 

Mr. Donouve. I mean it is not going to be accepted very pleasantly 
by anyone. 

Mr. Hoaan. I cannot predict, either, but I have an idea that it will 
not be accepted with any enthusiasm, although frankly all we feel is 
that there should be an increase of at least 15 percent so that the man 
drawing compensation is not actually being reduced by the failure of 
the Congress to grant such increase. We appreciate all the time—the 
Disabled American Veterans never forget—and as one of their spokes- 
men in meeting with these men all over the country, I never let them 
forget that compensation is a gratuity which can be taken away at the 
will of the Government. 

There is nothing we can do if they deny this increase, nothing that 
we can do but accept it. I know there is no one on this committee, 
in the Congress, that would make the statement that it is the service- 
connected disabled veteran who has brought about inflation now or 
at any other time. 

Mr. Donouve. I heartily agree with you. 

Mr. Hogan. And, of course, I differ from Mr. Ketchum in my 
responsibility. I do not necessarily differ with him in a lot of things, 
but I am worried about the service-connected case. As a member 
and a spokesman for the Disabled American Veterans, we are pri- 
marily interested in the problems of the service-connected, the war- 
time service-connected veteran, I do not care what war or what 
police action right now. 

Mr. Dononve. Are there any other questions that any member 
would like to ask of Mr. Hogan? 

Mrs. Rogers. May I say that I am not a member of the subcom- 
mittee, but I introduced the bill for the DAV. They asked for it 
and it was introduced. It seems to me it would be very inexpensive 
to administer a straight percentage increase, much more expensive to 
operate it by a schedule of raising and lowering the amount for the 
disability. 

It would be cheaper to administer just giving the 15 percent across 
the board, and that is why I thought it would be a good bill. Thank 
you very much. 

Mr. Donouve. We are happy to have you with us at all times. 

If there are no further questions we will excuse you. 

Mr. Hocan. Thank you. 

Mr. Dononvr. We will now hear from the representative of the 
AMVETS, Mr. Slayman. 
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STATEMENT OF CHARLES H. SLAYMAN, JR., APPEARING ON 
BEHALF OF AMVETS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. StayMan. My name is Charles H. Slayman, Jr. 

Mr. Chairman, AMVETS appreciate very much this opportunity 
to appear and testify on these bills this morning, and I realize your 
time is limited, so I will try not to repeat too much of what has been 
said by other witnesses on the matters in which we are in accord. 

I would like to read a few paragraphs from the testimony of our 
national commander, Harold Russell, when he appeared before this 
committee a few weeks ago stating in broad outline the legislative aims 
of AMVETS, American Veterans of World War II, for this C ongress. 

He said at that time as follows: 

Once again our convention has endorsed a fluid system of compensation pay- 
ments for service-connected disabilities geared to the cost-of-living index of the 
Department of Labor * * * as the only fair means of keeping pace with 
variations in living costs. 

As all of you well know, prices have heen soaring sky high in the past few 
months * * * but there has been no corresponding adjustment for fixed- 
income people. Disabled veterans, in particular, are victims of this economic 
squeeze. I say “in particular” because many of them are not at liberty to change 
jobs or otherwise augment their incomes to meet higher living costs. 

AMVETS for some time have regarded this so-called escalator system of tying 
compensation to a variable index as the only practical means of giving disabled 
veterans an income that has some reasonable relationship to changes in our 
economy. In the eyent this committee decides seriously to consider such a pro- 
posal, AMVETS would like the opportunity to present complete arguments in 
favor of it. 

If the committee decides our escalator plan is not feasible, we hope that it will 
seek some other means of keeping compensation for service-connected ills on some 
sort of parity with the cost of living * * * even if that means increasing 
outright the present compensation being paid. 

To get to the heart of the matter what has been discussed, Mr. 
Chairman, I hope you will recognize that AMVETS as an organiza- 
tion regards itself as in a very responsible position and in our over-all 
policy of asking the compensation for disabilities being tied to a cost- 
of-living we recognize the very thing that you brought up in a question 
to a previous witness. 

If at some future date the cost of living declines to the point where 
the compensations are then out of line by being too high, we are on 
record as favoring decreases. I state that very definitely because we 
feel a great responsibility as a veterans’ organization of World War I1 
veterans and also as a very responsible organization with regard to 
our present duties as citizens, particularly in this period of inflation, 
and we do not want to be asking for something which seems to con- 
tribute to that inflation. 

I think that has been covered adequately by the other witnesses. 

As far as something Mr. Ketchum said, I think I would like to make 
it very clear that we are also in favor of any complete overhauling 
that has to be done of the veterans’ laws so that there is not this piece- 
meal approach, so that there is actually a real relationship between 
the various compensations paid and the various benefits for the 
various veterans of one period or another and the various dependents. 
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However, in the absenee of any real overhauling being made, we 
naturally will continue to appear and favor these reasonable increases 
that are called for by the indexes that exist in the present economy. 
When we refer to that Bureau of Labor Statistics index, of course that 
is now the Consumers’ Price Index. 

Mr. Donouve. Is that your complete statement? 

Mr. Stayman. Yes; Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Donouve. Are there any questions? 

Mr. Sprincer. Mr. Chairman, I want to go on record in this 
committee as saying that this is the only plan that has been presented 
as far as | know by any veterans’ organization that I think really 
meets the problem. Now I know that there is a great deal that has 
been said about what it would cost to operate this, and there probably 
is some merit in that contention but that is the only handicap or 
draw-back that [can see. As I said in this full committee meeting some 
weeks ago I have had some experience with this question of widows 
and children during the past 4 years in my State where children had 
estates as a result of the wartime death of the father, and you had the 
widow coming in and the Veterans’ Administration representing her 
requesting that a portion of the child’s estate be paid out each month 
in the cost of living. 

Now, to me, that is wrong. This estate for that child, he paid for 
that insurance. That insurance was paid for under a separate bill. 
That was that child’s own inheritance under the law when she became 
18 or when the boy became 21. It is wrong for that widow or the 
Veterans’ Administration to come in and ask that that child’s estate 
be depleted for the everyday cost of living of that child. 

I might say that on numerous occasions we granted it, as other 
judges in Illinois and probably throughout the country were doing, 
om anf there was no way for that child to eat and be educated except 
to have a supplemental allowance from that child's estate. 

In other words, that mother could not work—I am talking about 
where she had three children and there were a lot of them where there 
were two and three—and there was nothing for the mother to do but 
stay home. She had no way, no other way, to supplement her income. 

It seems to me that there ought to be some means of moving the 
pension rates for widows and children, especially, up and down with 
the cost-of-living rises and falls. It seems to me that is a fair way. 
It is the thing that is catching on all the time; all over the country 
you are finding contracts tied to the same kind of proposition. I 
think the proposition has a lot of merit, that is my honest opinion. 

Mr. Dononver. Mr. Prouty? 

Mr. Provury. No; thank you. 

Mr. Sutayman. Mr. Chairman, in the absence of any adoption of 
such a plan we are in favor of the 15 percent as proposed in these 
bills. 

Mr. Sprincer. Mr. Chairman, may I make one more statement 
since I have made a long one? 

Mr. Donouve. Yes. 

Mr. Sprincer. | think regardless of whether or not your plan is 
adopted, and there seems to be sone hesitation about taking hold 
of it by this committee in the whole—at least, the members I have 
talked to—it seems to me that if vou believe in this strongly enough 
there ought to be a duty on the part of vour organization to appear 
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each year here, not 1952 or 1954 after the thing has run away, but 
each vear, and if the cost of living has gone up to request that there 
be a supplemental bill of 1 or 2 or 3 percent or whatever it might be 
to raise the rates. 

I think you would be duty-bound, honor-bound, if the cost went 
down to come in and ask that they be reduced. 

Mr. Stayman. Thank you very much for that suggestion. I will 
take that back to our organization, and I think they will take action. 

Mr. Donouve. Thank you very much. 

Those are all of the witnesses listed for today, and on behalf of the 
committee I want to thank each and every one of you for coming 
here and giving us the benefit of your ideas. 

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a. m., the hearing was recessed subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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